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Paul Markovich, an 
executive at Blue Shield of 
California, at the company’s 
office In San Francisco. 
Markovich believes that 
the passage of the health 
care reform law was a 
statement of change to the 
status quo. No matter what 
the Supreme Court decides 
about the constitutionality 
of the federal law adopted 
last year, health care in 
America has changed In 
ways that will not be easily 
undone. 
(Peter DaSilva/The New 
York Times) 
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Pre-election health care showdown begins 



President Barack Obama signs the Health Insurance Reform 
Bill as AAarcelas Owens, 11, watches during a ceremony in the 
East Room of the White House, in Washington. No matter what 
the Supreme Court decides about the constitutionality of the 
federal law adopted last year, health care in America has 
changed in ways that will not be easily undone. 

(Luke Sharrett/The New York Times) 


JESSE J. HOLLAN 
MARK SHERMAN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Supreme Court is ready to 
consider next year the le¬ 
gality of President Barack 
Obama’s signature do¬ 
mestic legislation, an over¬ 
haul of the U.S. health care 
system. The law, passed 
by Congress last year on 
a largely party-line vote, 
was the most far-reaching 
domestic legislation in a 
generation but has proved 
a political lightning rod. It 
is vigorously opposed by 
all of Obama's prospec¬ 
tive Republican opponents 
in next year's presiden¬ 
tial election. The Supreme 
Court's schedule set aside 
more than five hours of ar¬ 
gument for the law, unprec¬ 
edented in modern times. 
The justices' decision could 
come before the July 4 In¬ 
dependence Day holiday 
and is certain to be a focus 
of campaigning in the run¬ 
up to the Nov. 6 elections. 


The Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act aims 
to provide health insur¬ 
ance to more than 30 mil¬ 
lion previously uninsured 
Americans. Republicans 
have branded the law un¬ 
constitutional since before 
Obama signed it in a cer¬ 
emony in March 2010. 


The court's ruling could 
be its most significant and 
political decision since its 
decision that had the ef¬ 
fect of making George W. 
Bush president in a harrow- 
ingly close 2000 presiden¬ 
tial election. The justices 
left themselves an open¬ 
ing to defer the outcome 


if they should choose, by 
requesting arguments on 
one lower court’s ruling 
that a decision must wait 
until 2015, when one of the 
law’s many provisions takes 
effect. 

Legal experts have offered 
a range of opinions about 
what the high court might 
do. Many prominent Su¬ 
preme Court lawyers be¬ 
lieve the law will be upheld 
by a lopsided vote, with 
Republican and Demo¬ 
cratic appointees ruling in 
its favor. Others predict a 
close outcome, with Jus¬ 
tice Anthony Kennedy, 
a Republican appointee 
who sometimes joins his 
four colleagues appointed 
by Democratic presidents, 
holding the deciding vote 
on the nine-member court. 
The White House has pushed 
for the quickest possible 
decision, and Communica¬ 
tions Director Dan Pfeiffer 
said the administration was 
pleased the justices agreed 
to take the case now, with 


arguments in March. “It's 
important that we put to 
rest once and for all the is¬ 
sue of maybe the law will 
disappear," said Health 
and Human Services Secre¬ 
tary Kathleen Sebelius. 
Republicans also said they 
were happy the high court 
would hear arguments on 
the constitutionality of the 
provision at the heart of the 
law and three other ques¬ 
tions about the act. The 
central provision in ques¬ 
tion is the requirement that 
individuals buy health in¬ 
surance starting in 2014 or 
pay a penalty. “That the 
Supreme Court is taking 
this up, I think, is a positive 
signal that there are legiti¬ 
mate concerns surrounding 
the constitutional aspects 
of mandating that individu¬ 
als purchase health care 
insurance and purchase it 
according to Washington's 
guidelines,” said the major¬ 
ity leader in the House of 
Representatives, Rep. Eric 
Cantor of Virginia.Q 
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Obama to backers: 


Everything on the line in 2012 



President Barack Obama speaks at a campaign fundraising event at Auiani Disney Resort, in 
Kapoiei, Hawaii, Monday, Nov. 14, 2011. 

(AP Photo/Charies Dhoropak) 


KAPOLEI, Hawaii (AP) — 

President Barack Obama 
told supporters in his na¬ 
tive state Monday that ev¬ 
erything they worked tor 
and that the United States 
stands for is on the line in his 
2012 re-election bid, warn¬ 
ing of a bleak America if a 
Republican wins. 

At ease in Hawaii, where 
he was born and vacations 
each year, Obama sprin¬ 
kled his standard campaign 
speech with personal mem¬ 
ories and called himself the 
“hometown kid.” But his 
message turned urgent in 
trying to get his backers to 
think of the next election as 
a choice between a vision 
of a big country of oppor¬ 
tunity or one where regular 
people lose their voice. 
“You kept up the fight for 
change long after the 
election was over, and that 
should make you proud,” 
Obama said inside a lush 
resort on the western side of 
Oahu. “It should make you 
hopeful. But it can't make 
you satisfied.” 

He added: “Everything we 
fought for in the last elec¬ 
tion is now at stake in the 
next election. The very core 
of what this country stands 
for is on the line.” 

Obama made time for 
domestic politics and the 
constant demand for cash 
amid a nine-day-trip oth¬ 
erwise dominated by for¬ 


eign affairs. He was en¬ 
joying a lighter schedule 
on Monday after hosting 
an Asia-Pacific economic 
summit of 21 nations over 
the weekend, and before 
heading to Australia Tues¬ 
day morning. Obama was 
also was to visit Indonesia 
before a Nov. 20 return to 
Washington. 

As he raised money for his 
re-election bid, the presi¬ 
dent sought to defend his 
record of change as more 
than a campaign slogan. 
Obama reminded his audi¬ 
ence that he has presided 
over the return of the Amer¬ 
ican auto industry, financial 
help for college students, 
higher fuel efficiency for 
cars and more. 

When it came to noting 
his signature health care 
law, Obama spoke of ex¬ 
panded and improved 
coverage for Americans 
but made no mention of 
Monday’s move by the 
Supreme Court. The high 
court promised a full re¬ 
view over the constitution¬ 
ality of the historic health 
care overhaul, likely in time 
for a ruling just before the 
presidential election next 
November.The president 
spoke inside the waterfront 
Disney-themed Auiani Re¬ 
sort to a relaxed crowd of 
about 250 people at the 
fundraising brunch, where 
tickets started at $1,000 per 


person. 

Obama said Republicans 
want to engage in a “race 
to the bottom” with oth¬ 
er countries, rolling back 
wage protections and envi¬ 
ronmental standards. “Their 
attitude is, ‘Let’s go ahead 
and pollute,” Obama said. 
As for his promised change, 
he said he still needs time: 
“It takes more than a single 
term. It takes more than a 
single president.” 

The president promised 
that his wife, Michelle, and 


daughters, Sasha and Ma- 
lia, would be back in Ha¬ 
waii for the winter holidays 
as usual. “Let’s see if Wash¬ 
ington gets its business 
done so I can get here as 
well,” he said. 

Following the fundraiser, 
the president headed for 
a round of golf at a course 
on a nearby military base. 
Among his golfing part¬ 
ners was childhood friend 
Bobby Titcomb, who was 
arrested and pleaded no 
contest earlier this year to 


soliciting a prostitute. 

A court agreement al¬ 
lowed the charge to be 
stricken from Titcomb’s re¬ 
cord last month because 
he stayed out of trouble for 
six months. 

Titcomb attended Puna- 
hou School in Honolulu with 
Obama in the 1970s. The 
two have often played golf 
and basketball and head¬ 
ed to the beach together 
when the president has 
been back in the islands on 
vacation. □ 
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us governor clarifies immigrant past 


BARRY MASSEY 
RUSSELL CONTRERAS 
Associated Press 
SANTA FE, New Mexico (AP) 

— New Mexico Gov. Su- 
sono Martinez has dug into 
her family’s ancestry and 
uncovered immigration 
documents she says sug¬ 
gest her paternal grand¬ 
parents followed common 
practices in coming to the 
United States from Mexico 
in the early 1900s, contra¬ 
dicting earlier indications 
they were illegal immi¬ 
grants. 

Martinez, a Republican 
and the nation’s only fe¬ 
male Hispanic governor, 
made headlines this year 
by acknowledging that her 
grandparents came to the 
U.S. without immigration 
documents. But she said 
her comments were based 
on what she has since 
learned were mischarac- 
terizations of census infor¬ 
mation by news media. 

The governor directed her 
political organization to 
undertake the genealogi¬ 
cal research after public¬ 
ity about her roots and her 
push to repeal a law allow¬ 


ing illegal immigrants to get 
a driver’s license. The find¬ 
ings provided Martinez in¬ 
sight into a Mexican-born 
grandfather, whom she 


never knew while growing 
up in El Paso, Texas, along 
the U.S.-Mexico border, 
and it corroborated her 


brother’s statements during 
last year’s campaign that, 
through another grand¬ 
parent, she is the great- 
granddaughter of promi¬ 


nent Mexican revolutionary 
general Toribio Ortega. 

On Monday, Martinez vis¬ 
ited Cuchillo Parado, Mex¬ 



In this photo released by Mexico’s Chihuahua State Press Office, 
New Mexico’s Gov. Susana Marfinez, cenfer, looks af a sfafue of 
Miguel Hidalgo, Mexico’s Independence hero, nexf fo Mexico’s 
Chihuahua State Gov. Cesar Duarte, left, during a visit to the gov¬ 
ernment house in Chihuahua, Mexico, Sunday, Nov. 13, 2011. 
Gov Martinez is visiting Mexico for a celebration recognizing the 
role of her great-grandfather as a revolutionary general a cen¬ 
tury ago. 

(AP Photo/ Chihuahua State Press Office) 
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ico, for a celebration rec¬ 
ognizing Ortega, the father 
of her father’s mother, who 
led a band of supporters 
credited as being the first 
to take up arms on Nov. 14, 
1910, against a decades- 
long dictator. Martinez said 
Friday her family’s roots in 
Mexico — regardless of 
questions surrounding her 
grandparents immigration 
status — “really doesn’t 
change my policy at all." 
“We don’t know every¬ 
thing, I’m sure,” the gover¬ 
nor said in an interview with 
The Associated Press. “But it 
gave us more information 
than we had and it helped 
us understand ... the family 
tree and how people came 
back and forth from Mexi¬ 
co into the United States." 
The governor’s opponents 
have pointed to her im¬ 
migrant grandparents as 
an example of why New 
Mexico should welcome il¬ 
legal immigrants and con¬ 
tinue to allow them to get 
a driver’s license. She has 
unsuccessfully asked the 
Legislature to repeal a 2003 
law permitting illegal im¬ 
migrants to obtain driver’s 


license, which only New 
Mexico, Washington and 
Utah allow. 

The 1930 U.S. census has 
been cited in published re¬ 
ports as indicating the gov¬ 
ernor’s grandparents were 
illegal immigrants. Howev¬ 
er, the census only records 
they were not U.S. citizens 
at the time they were living 
in El Paso. The census used 
a code, “AL" to designate 
they were “aliens,” mean¬ 
ing they were not citizens 
and had not filed papers 
declaring their intent to 
become citizens. It does 
not indicate their immigra¬ 
tion status or whether they 
were living in the United 
States legally, according to 
historians and immigration 
experts. Michael A. Olivas, 
an immigration law expert 
and director of the Insti¬ 
tute of Higher Education 
Law & Governance at the 
University of Houston, said 
the documents are “not 
clear" in indicating that her 
grandfather was ever an il¬ 
legal immigrant by today’s 
definition or maintained 
legal status throughout his 
time in the U.S.Q 


Lawmakers scrutinize 
US foreign aid to China 


MATTHEW PENNINGTON 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Law¬ 
makers will scrutinize Tues¬ 
day a tiny portion of the 
U.S. budget, but one that 
touches a raw nerve in 
Congress: development 

aid to China, America’s 
biggest foreign creditor. 
The House Foreign Affairs 
subcommittee on Asia is 
putting under the micro¬ 
scope a $4 million tranche 
of proposed assistance, 
mostly for promoting clean 
energy technology. The 
committee has put that 
aid on hold as it demands 
explanations from the U.S. 
Agency for International 
Development how the 
funds would be used. 

It is a tiny fraction of USAID’s 
$21 billion budget — which 
itself scarcely scrapes the 
surface of America’s $14.8 
trillion national debt — but 
it feeds into a wider sense 
of outrage that the U.S. 


government is borrowing 
money from China only to 
give some of it back as aid. 
Rep. Donald Manzullo, the 
Republican chair of the 
subcommittee, also claims 
that the aid helps boost 
the competitiveness of Chi¬ 
nese manufacturers at the 
expense of U.S. manufac¬ 
turers and jobs, and in a 
sector where the U.S. has 
protested Chinese state 
subsidies. He calls it “em¬ 
blematic of the dysfunc¬ 
tion in America’s foreign 
aid spending priorities.” In 
the post decade, various 
U.S. government agen¬ 
cies have provided nearly 
$275 million of assistance 
to China, principally to pro¬ 
mote democracy, the rule 
of law, a cleaner environ¬ 
ment and to preserve the 
cultural identity of commu¬ 
nities in Tibet, whose exiled 
spiritual leader the Dalai 
Lama is widely respected 
in Washington.Q 
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Federal inquiry examines fundraising by city comptroller 


BENJAMIN WEISER 
WILLIAM K. RASHBAUM 
© 2011 New York Times 

NEW YORK - Federal au¬ 
thorities are investigating 
the fundraising operation 
of the New York City comp¬ 
troller, John C. Liu, seeking 
records from his campaign 
and from a city contractor 
whose employees were list¬ 
ed os having contributed 
thousands of dollars to his 
campaign, people with 
knowledge of the matter 
said. 

Grand jury subpoenas is¬ 
sued lost week in the in¬ 
quiry followed o report in 
The New York Times lost 
month detailing o number 
of fundraising improprieties, 
including questions about 
the sources of Liu's dona¬ 
tions, whether people listed 
os contributors had actu¬ 
ally given their own money 
and whether some donors 
listed even existed. 

It is unclear whether the 
current inquiry is related to 
on investigation begun by 
Manhattan federal pros¬ 
ecutors and the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation in 
late 2009. That investiga¬ 
tion, which had not previ¬ 
ously been mode public, 
focused on whether for¬ 
eign money flowed into 
Liu's 2009 campaign for 
comptroller, two people 
with knowledge of the in¬ 
quiry said. 

Five people discussed the 
inquiry into Liu's fundraising 
with The Times; oil but two 
spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity because the pro¬ 
ceedings of a grand jury 
ore bound by secrecy. 

Liu, o rising star in the city's 
political world who has 
been viewed os o mayoral 
contender in port because 
of his fundraising prowess, 
said in o brief interview 
Monday that his campaign 
would cooperate with the 
investigation. 

Fie added, “I am confident 
that my fundraising efforts 
were proper at all times." 
The subpoenas issued to 
Liu's campaign and the 
company. Dynasty Stain¬ 
less Steel, soy that the re¬ 
cords ore being sought to 
determine whether there 
hove been violations of 
federal wire fraud and con¬ 
spiracy lows. 


Dynasty, in Mospeth, 
Queens, was ordered to 
produce personnel records 
for nine people who, ac¬ 
cording to city campaign 

New York City Comptroller 
John Liu, right, with Mayor Mi¬ 
chael Bloomberg at City Hall, 
in New York. Grand jury sub¬ 
poenas issued in the inquiry 
into Liu's fundraising operation 
followed a report in The New 
York Times last month that 
detailed a range of impro¬ 
prieties, including questions 
about the source of Liu’s do¬ 
nations, whether people listed 
as contributors actually gave 
their own money and whether 
some donors even existed. 
(Michael Appleton/The New 
York Times) 



finance records, each 
gave $800 to Liu in January. 
All nine - one is Dynasty's 
president - were listed on 
campaign records os com¬ 
pany employees. 

But at least four hove said 
they did not work for the 
company, and two of 
those said they did not give 
money to the campaign. 
The Times found. 

The same pattern was 
found at other compa¬ 
nies that gave to Liu. For 
example, Liu's campaign 
records show that 11 em¬ 
ployees of Farewell Interna¬ 
tional, o seafood company 
in Brooklyn, each gave him 
$800 earlier this yeor.Q 
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President of US charity iinked to abuse resigns 



The youth charity at the center of the child sex-abuse charges 
against former Penn State assistant football coach Jerry San¬ 
dusky received donations in recent years from hundreds of cor¬ 
porations, community groups and individuals — including the 
judge who arraigned Sandusky earlier this month and Penn State 
itself. On Monday, The Second Mile’s president, Jock Roykovitz, 
resigned, saying he hoped his departure would help restore faith 
in its mission. The group also announced it had hired Philadel¬ 
phia's longtime district attorney os its new general counsel. 


KEVIN BEGOS 
Associated Press 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — The 

youth charity at the cen¬ 
ter of the child sex-abuse 
charges against former 
Penn State assistant foot¬ 
ball coach Jerry Sandusky 
received donations in re¬ 
cent years from hundreds 
of corporations, commu¬ 
nity groups and individuals 
— including the judge who 
arraigned Sandusky earlier 
this month and Penn State 
itself. 

On Monday, The Second 
Mile's president resigned, 
saying he hoped his de¬ 
parture would help re¬ 
store faith in its mission. The 
group also announced it 
had hired Philadelphia’s 
longtime district attorney 
as its new general counsel. 
Jack Roykovitz, a prac¬ 
ticing psychologist, had 
led the group, which was 
founded by Sandusky in 
1977, for 28 years. 

Roykovitz hod testified be¬ 
fore the grand jury that 


recommended indicting 
Sandusky on child abuse 
charges. The panel said 
Sandusky found his victims 


through the charity’s pro¬ 
grams. 

The grand jury report called 
Sandusky the charity’s pri- 
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mary fundraiser, and The 
Second Mile’s annual re¬ 
ports show that some do¬ 
nations came from entities 
now involved in the scan¬ 
dal. Penn State itself donat¬ 
ed money even after high- 
ranking university officials 
were told that Sandusky 
had been seen sexually as¬ 
saulting a boy on campus. 
Penn State donated be¬ 
tween $1,000 and $1,999 
to The Second Mile in 2009, 
and its Altoona campus 
donated between $2,000 
and $4,999 that same year. 
Another donor was State 
College District Judge Les¬ 
lie A. Dutchcot, who set 
Sandusky’s bail earlier this 


month. She and her hus¬ 
band donated between 
$500 and $999 to The Sec¬ 
ond Mile in 2009, and she 
volunteered for the group, 
according to annual re¬ 
ports and her website. 

The judge set bail for San¬ 
dusky at $100,000 unse¬ 
cured — meaning he did 
not have to post collat¬ 
eral to be freed but would 
have to post $100,000 if he 
ever failed to show up for a 
hearing. 

Dutchcot did not immedi¬ 
ately respond to o question 
on whether she will recuse 
herself from the case be¬ 
cause of those past ties to 
The Second Mile. □ 


US man in terror plot seeks boll 

DENISE LAVOIE 
AP Legal Affairs Wrifer 

WORCESTER, Massachuseffs (AP) — Prosecutors say o man 
accused of plotting to fly remote-controlled model planes 
packed with explosives into the Pentagon and U.S. Capi¬ 
tol was a “ticking time bomb" determined to attack the 
United States. 

Defense attorneys for Rezwan Ferdaus say he’s a mentally 
troubled man who had a “completely unrealistic fantasy” 
that had no chance of being carried out. 

The descriptions came during a detention hearing Mon¬ 
day in U.S. District Court. 

Ferdaus' lawyers ore asking that the 26-year-old be re¬ 
leased on bail and placed in the custody of his father 
while he awaits trial. 

Prosecutors argue Ferdaus is dangerous and should be 
locked up until trial. 

Ferdaus was arrested in September after law enforcement 
agents posing as al-Qaida members delivered what he 
believed was C-4 explosives. He has pleaded not guilty.Q 



mi YOU CAN EAT” 

ftfft rafitf witii prowiftifftt 

$ 30 .«> 

CLOSED ON MONDAY 

Sun Plaza Tel: SB3-B899 

































WORLD NEWS 


Tuesday, November 15, 2011 



“The Steak Restaurant that even vegetarians love" 


•15 different cuts of rotisserie roasted meats 
•40-Items fresh seasonal salod bar 
•Signature side dishes 


PP 

dnOfiinBiSpni ta ipm. Sunday Iron 4pm !□ £pni 


Not voBd wftti any other promotlcru. coupans. voLNzhers or a la coiie menj, BeveroQei and dessert ml Included. 


Norway killer claims mantle of resistance leader 


BJOERN H. AMLAND 

Associated Press 

OSLO, Norway (AP) — The 

anti-Muslim extremist who 
confessed to a bombing 
and shooting massacre 
that killed 77 people in Nor¬ 
way has tried to declare 
himself a resistance leader 
at his first public court hear¬ 
ing but was quickly cut off 
by the judge. 

Anders Behring Breivik was 
on Monday escorted by 
guards into an Oslo court 
room packed with dozens 
of reporters and spectators, 
including survivors of his 
rampage of o youth camp 
near the capital who were 
seeing him in person for the 
first time since the July 22 at¬ 
tack. 

“I am o military commander 
in the Norwegian resistance 
movement,” Breivik said be¬ 
fore the judge interrupted 
him and told him to stick to 
the issue of hand — his fur¬ 
ther detention. 

The court extended his cus¬ 
tody 12 more weeks un¬ 
til Feb. 6, but decided to 
gradually lift the restrictions 
on his medio access, visitors 
and moil. Breivik is being 
held pending his trial on ter¬ 
ror charges. 

If found guilty, he could be 
sentenced to 21 years in 
prison. An alternative cus¬ 
tody arrangement — if he 
is still considered o danger 
to the public — could keep 
him behind bars indefinitely. 
At the end of Monday's 
hearing, the 32-year-old 
Norwegian asked Judge 
Torkjel Nesheim if he could 
address survivors and vic¬ 
tims’ relatives but was 



Demonstrators stand outside the courthouse in Oslo Monday morning Nov. 14,2011. In anticipation 
of the hearing for Anders Behring Breivik they brandish posters translating to “We will never forget 
the 22nd. July massacre, crush fascism” and “No podium for fascists”. Breivik has admitted killing 
77 people on July 22. 

(AP Photo/Sconpix, Fredrik Vorfjell) 


Monday confessed to the 
attacks but pleaded not 
guilty to preliminary terror 
charges. Breivik has denied 
criminal guilt, saying he was 
in a state of war to protect 
Europe from being token 
over by Muslim immigrants. 
He described his pretrial 
detention at the llo prison in 
Oslo os “irrational torture.” 
His defense lawyer, Geir 
Lippestod, told reporters af¬ 
ter the hearing that Breivik 
doesn’t recognize the au¬ 
thority of the court and de¬ 
mands to be released from 
prison. The judge said there 
were sufficient grounds 
to keep Breivik in custody 
considering the gravity of 
the crime and the risk that 
he would interfere with the 
investigation if released. 
Breivik has been held in iso¬ 
lation since his arrest, with¬ 
out access to medio, moil 
or visitors. □ 


turned down. 

Previous court hearings 
in the cose hove been 
closed to the public. At the 
end of Monday’s hearing, 
the judge lifted a ban on 
reporting the proceedings. 
Investigators soy Breivik set 
off o fertilizer bomb outside 
government headquarters 
on July 22, killing eight peo¬ 
ple, before heading to on 
island retreat, where youth 
sections of Norway’s gov¬ 
erning Labor Party were 
holding their annual sum¬ 
mer camp. 

Disguised os a police of¬ 
ficer, he opened fire on 
scores of panicked youths, 
shooting some os they 
fled into the lake. Sixty- 
nine people were killed on 


Utoyo island before Breivik 
surrendered to o police 
SWAT team. 

The carnage shocked Nor¬ 
way and the world, and still 
haunts o nation that sees 
itself os peaceful and toler¬ 
ant. 

Tim Viskjer, who survived 
the shooting spree on 
Utoyo, watched Breivik’s 
hearing on a video screen 
in another room in the 
court house. 

“I thought he seemed cold 
and inhuman,” Viskjer told 
Norwegian broadcaster 
NRK. “It was uncomfort¬ 
able, but for me I moved 
on o little bit otter seeing 
and hearing the suspect.” 
Like he did in previous 
closed hearings, Breivik on 
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King of Jordan caiis for Syria’s ieader fo step down 



Jordan's King Abdullah is seen in an interview with the BBC in 
London, Monday, Nov. 14, 2011. King Abdullah has told the 
BBC that Syrian President Bashar Assad should step down, 
becoming the first Arab ruler to make such a call. 

(AP Photo / Yoursef Allan, Jordanian Royal Palace) 


NADA BAKRI 
© 2011 New York Times 
BEIRUT - King Abdullah of 
Jordan added his voice on 
Monday to the growing pres¬ 
sure on the president of Syria 
to relinquish power, becom¬ 
ing the first Arab leader on 
Syria’s doorstep to call for a 
change in government to 
end the increasingly bloody 
political uprising there. 

The Jordanian monarch’s re¬ 
marks, mode in an interview 
with the BBC, came as Syr¬ 
ia's president, Bashar Assad, 
was still smarting from the 
Arab League's unexpect¬ 
edly strong rebuke over the 
weekend with its decision to 
suspend Syria's membership. 
Syria also faced additional 
sanctions imposed Monday 
by the European Union. 

“I believe, if I were in his 
shoes, I would step down,” 
King Abdullah told the BBC. 
“If Bashar has the interest of 
his country, he would step 
down, but he would also cre¬ 
ate an ability to reach out 
and start a new phase of Syr¬ 
ian political life." 

Other countries in the region 
with historically close ties to 
Syria, notably Turkey and 
Iron, hove warned Assad 
that he should take steps to 
satisfy the demands of pro¬ 
testers in the 8-month-old 
uprising, which has now be¬ 
come a focal point in the 
Arab Spring revolts that have 
felled autocratic regimes in 
Tunisia, Egypt and Libya. But 
the public comments about 
Assad by King Abdullah - 
who has faced some Arab 
Spring protests in his own 
country - went beyond what 
others have said. 

Earlier Monday, Assad's for¬ 
eign minister said the Arab 


League suspension was 
“on extremely dangerous 
step.” But he also apolo¬ 
gized for a spree of at¬ 
tacks on foreign embas¬ 
sies in Syria by pro-Assad 
loyalists outraged over 
the Arab League move. 
The minister, Walid al- 
Moallem, speaking at a 
televised news confer¬ 
ence in Damascus, reit¬ 
erated Syria's contention 
that it hod complied with 
the terms of a proposed 
Arab League peace plan 
by withdrawing its armed 
troops from urban areas, 
releasing political prison¬ 


ers and offering pardons to 
militants. 

But rights activists in Syria 
- as well as a majority of 
Arab League members - 
have said Syria has failed 
to comply with the peace 
plan, pointing to new 
violence in Syria since it 
agreed to the plan on Nov. 
2. Activists said that more 
than 240 people were killed 
from the day the plan was 
announced until lost week. 
The majority of the deaths 
were in Homs, a restive 
city in central Syria that 
was subjected to a major 
military assault days after 


the peace initiative was 
announced. The United 
Nations said this month 
that at least 3,500 people 
have been killed in Syria 
since the uprising started 
in March. The govern¬ 
ment disputed the death 
toll and blamed the unrest 
on armed groups who the 
government said hove 
killed more than 1,100 sol¬ 
diers and police officers. 
Al-Moallem also played 
down any prospects of 
an international military 
intervention in Syria, like 
the NATO-led campaign 
against Libya that helped 
topple the government of 
Moammor Godhafi in Au¬ 
gust. “The Libyan scenario 
will not be repeated,” 
al-Moollem said, adding 
that Western and Arab 
countries know that the 
cost to confront the Syr¬ 
ian military would be high. 
He also said that he was 
confident that Russia and 
China would continue to 
oppose any resolutions 
against Syria in the U.N. 
Security Council. Russia 
and China vetoed a de¬ 
cision in October against 
Syria in the United Nations. 
Al-Moallem said he re¬ 
gretted the attacks on the 
embassies and consul¬ 
ates of Qatar, Saudi Ara¬ 
bia, Turkey and France by 
angry demonstrators that 
took place in Damascus 
and other cities on Satur¬ 
day, shortly after the Arab 
League announced the 
suspension decision. 

“As for attacks on foreign 
embassies, as the foreign 
minister I apologize for 
these aggressions," he 
said.Q 


Greek PM: 
Remaining 
in Euro ‘is 
oniy choice’ 

DEAAETRIS NELLAS 
DEREK GATOPOULOS 
Associated Press 
ATHENS, Greece (AP) — 

New Greek Prime Minister 
Lucas Papademos says he 
is determined to keep the 
country in the eurozone, but 
acknowledged it is set to 
miss its deficit reduction tar¬ 
get this year. 

Papademos was sworn in 
last week to head a 15- 
week coalition government 
supported by the outgoing 
Socialists and rival conserva¬ 
tives. It was created to se¬ 
cure the approval of a new 
massive bailout deal worth 
€130 billion ($177.6 billion) 
from other eurozone coun¬ 
tries and the International 
Monetary Fund. 

A vote of confidence in Pa¬ 
pademos' new government 
will take place in parliament 
Wednesday. 

Presenting an outline of his 
policies, Papademos told 
lawmakers that for his gov¬ 
ernment, Greece's euro 
membership is “our only 
choice.” 

He spoke hours after conser¬ 
vative leader Antonis Sama¬ 
ras defied a European Union 
demand to provide a writ¬ 
ten commitment to the new 
debt agreement — or else 
see rescue loans frozen. 

“I take office during the 
most difficult moment in the 
country's recent history... 
The country con be saved 
— it's up to us,” Papademos 
soid.Q 
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Rival Libyan militias clashing 



Arab League Secretary General Nabil Elaraby gestures at a 
press conference in Tripoli, Libya. 

(AP Photo/Abdel AAagid al-Fergany) 


RAAAI AL-SHAHEIBI 
Associated Press 
WARSHEFANA, Libya (AP) — 

Rival militias have clashed 
for a fourth day on the out¬ 
skirts of the Libyan capital 
in the deadliest and most 
sustained violence since 
the capture and killing of 
Moammar Gadhafi last 
month. 

Fighters attacked each oth¬ 
er on Sunday with rockets, 
mortars and machine guns, 
witnesses said. The fighting, 
which has killed at least 13 
people since late last week, 
raised new concerns about 
the ability of Libya’s transi¬ 
tional government to disarm 
thousands of gunmen and 
restore order after an eight- 
month civil war. 

Libya's interim leader, Mus¬ 
tafa Abdul-Jalil, said his 
National Transitional Coun¬ 
cil brought together elders 
from the feuding areas — 
the coastal city of Zawiya 
and the nearby tribal lands 
of Warshefana — over the 
weekend and that the dis¬ 
pute has been resolved. “I 
want to assure the Libyan 
people that everything is 
under control,” he said Sun¬ 
day. However, as he spoke, 
fighting continued. 

Heavy gunfire and explo¬ 
sions of rocket-propelled 
grenades were heard over 
hours Sunday in the area 
between the Warshefana 
lands, about 18 miles (30 ki¬ 
lometers) west of Tripoli, and 
Zawiya, another 10 miles 
(15 kilometers) to the west. 
White smoke rose into the 
air. 

At one point, the two sides 
were battling for control of 
a major military camp of the 


ousted regime, said a fight¬ 
er from Tripoli. The camp, 
once a base of elite forces 
commanded by one of 
Gadhafi’s sons, Khamis, is 
located on a highway mid¬ 
way between Tripoli and 
Zawiya. 

In all, at least 13 people 
were killed in the fighting, 
including four from Zawiya 
and nine from Warshefa¬ 
na, according to gunmen 
and a hospital doctor in 
Warshefana. More than 
100 people from Warshefa¬ 
na were wounded since 
Saturday, said Dr. Moham¬ 
med Sawan, adding that 
casualties stemmed from 
gunshots as well as shrap¬ 
nel from rockets and mor¬ 
tar shells. 

On Sunday evening, a 
Warshefana field com¬ 
mander, Ashraf Borwais, 
delivered a severely 
burned fighter to the local 
hospital. He said the man 


was wounded when his 
vehicle was struck by artil¬ 
lery and exploded. Borwais 
said fighting had stopped 
in the evening. “The dogs 
have retreated,” he said, 
referring to the Zawiya mi¬ 
litiamen. 

Zawiya fighters, mean¬ 
while, manned roadblocks 
on the outskirts of their city 
at intervals of about 200 
yards (meters). Groups of 
jumpy armed men, some 
brandishing RPGs, crowd¬ 
ed around the check¬ 
points. Fighters searched 
trunks of cars and checked 
IDs. 

The reason for the initial 
clash remains unclear, 
though accusations have 
been flying, including that 
some of the Warshefana 
had links to the old regime. 
At one point last week, 
fighters from Zawiya en¬ 
tered Warshefana and 
seized weapons. In retali¬ 


ation, Warshefana fighters 
set up random checkpoints 
and fired at the main high¬ 
way. 

Abdul-Jalil said the NTC has 
established a committee 
to address the grievances 
of both sides. He said the 
fighting was sparked by 
young men behaving ir¬ 
responsibly, but he did not 
elaborate. 

Since the Oct. 20 death of 
Gadhafi, there have been 
a number of violent clashes 
between fighters, including 
a deadly shootout at a Trip¬ 
oli hospital. Residents of the 


capital have also become 
increasingly annoyed with 
fighters from other areas of 
Libya who have taken over 
prime locations in the city, 
including a gated seaside 
resort village. 

Despite the growing ten¬ 
sions, Abdul-Jalil and other 
NTC leaders have said they 
cannot disarm the fighters 
quickly. 

Noting high unemployment 
among the armed men, 
Abdul-Jalil said the new 
government must offer al¬ 
ternatives first, including 
jobs, study and training.Q 
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Predictions of war haunt Sudan’s southern border 


JASON STRAZIUSO 
Associated Press 
NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) —The 

presidents of Sudan and 
the new nation of South 
Sudan are both predicting 
the possibility of a new war 
in an oil-rich region that has 
seen a spike in cross-border 
attacks. 

Troop build-ups are being 
reported on both sides of 
the Sudan-South Sudan 
border, the world's new¬ 
est international boundary, 
and rebels in Sudan an¬ 
nounced a new alliance 
with the aim of overthrow¬ 
ing their own government, 
which is seated in the capi¬ 
tal, Khartoum. 

The U.S. is pleading for 
cooler heads to prevail, 
even as aid workers are 
withdrawing from the re¬ 
gion after two bombing 
runs into South Sudan by 
Sudan, its northern neigh¬ 
bor, last week. 

After two long wars that 
spanned decades. South 
Sudan formally declared 
independence from Su¬ 
dan in July following a suc¬ 
cessful independence ref¬ 
erendum in January that 
was guaranteed in a 2005 
peace deal. The world 
celebrated the peace¬ 
ful break-up of Sudan. But 
big disputes that have long 
lurked in the background 
are now festering, and flar¬ 
ing into violence. 

An agreement to split the 
region’s oil revenues was 
never reached. The bor¬ 
ders were never fully de¬ 
marcated. And perhaps 
most important, the break¬ 
up left two large groups of 
people in Sudan’s south in 
the lurch, groups that Su¬ 
dan has labeled rebels and 
that Khartoum's military has 
been attacking for months. 
In addition, the Khartoum 
government is facing a fi¬ 
nancial crisis due to the loss 
of oil revenue and rising 
food prices, said John Pren- 


dergast, the co-founder of 
the U.S.-based Enough Proj¬ 
ect, which closely monitors 
Sudan. 

“Each spark heightens the 
possibility of all-out war, 
and the sparks are occur¬ 
ring with more frequency 


now,” Prendergast said 
Monday. 

Sudan President Omar al- 
Bashir accuses the south of 
arming what he calls rebels 
in Sudan. He said this month 
that if the south wants to 
return to war, his army is 
prepared, as he ticked off 
recent clashes he said the 
north won. 

“We are ready to teach 
you another lesson,” Bashir 
said. 

South Sudan President Sal- 
va Kiir responded last week, 
saying al-Bashir’s accusa¬ 
tion are only to justify “his 
pending invasion.” Kiir said 
South Sudan is committed 
to peace but allow its sov¬ 
ereignty to be violated. 

Last week U.S. and other 
international officials said 
Sudanese military aircraft 
twice flew into South Su¬ 
dan territory and dropped 
bombs. In the second at¬ 
tack two bombs landed 
in a refugee camp. There 
were no casualties. 

The U.S. demanded that 
Sudan halt aerial bom¬ 
bardments immediately. 


“This is a moment where 
both sides need to show 
maximum restraint,” said 
Susan Rice, the U.S. ambas¬ 
sador to the U.N. “In the first 
instance, the government 
of Sudan needs to halt all 
offensive actions against 


RAPHAEL G. SAHER 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — The press 
likes to cast itself as soci¬ 
ety’s guardian. The judge 
leading the investigation 
into Britain's deepening 
phone hacking scandal 
has vowed to find an an¬ 
swer to the question: Who 
guards the guardians? 

For years, the British media’s 
answer has been that it 
mainly looks after itself. But 
following explosive allega¬ 
tions of pervasive criminal¬ 
ity at Rupert Murdoch’s 
News of the World tabloid. 
Lord Justice Brian Leveson 
on Monday suggested it 
was time for a change. 
Britain’s phone hacking in¬ 
quiry was set up by Prime 
Minister David Cameron 
shortly after the scandal 
boiled over in July, pull¬ 
ing the lid off illegal spying 
at the nation’s best-selling 


the south. Immediately. 
And the south needs to 
have the wisdom and re¬ 
straint not to take the bait 
and not to respond in kind.” 
The aid group Oxfam said 
over the weekend it was 
pulling out 22 staff mem¬ 
bers — mainly engineers 
and health workers — from 
South Sudan’s Upper Nile 
state after the staff report¬ 
ed a bombing and heavy 
artillery on Friday. The staff 
witnessed planes overhead 
and a build-up of South Su¬ 
dan troops, Oxfam said. 
“New bombing raids and a 
build-up of troops along the 
border of Sudan and South 
Sudan over the past few 
days threaten to escalate 
what is already a significant 
humanitarian crisis,” it said, 
adding: “Thousands of refu¬ 
gees are still coming across 
the border ... they have 


Sunday newspaper and ex¬ 
posing police corruption. 


It’s one of several 
investigations spurred 
by public anger over 
unethical practices at the 
now defunct paper. 


The long-running scandal 
has threatened Murdoch’s 
global media empire, 
which includes the Wall 
Street Journal and dozens 
of other properties. 

Parallel inquiries launched 
by police, prosecutors and 
parliamentarians have 
called Murdoch to Brit¬ 
ain for dramatic testimony 
before lawmakers, led to 
more than a dozen arrests 
and the resignation of sev¬ 
eral top-ranking Murdoch 
executives. 

The resignations included 
The Wall Street Journal 
publisher Les Hinton, and 


fled attacks and walked for 
days to reach a place they 
thought would be safe but 
instead they are now fac¬ 
ing more violence.” 

The World Food Program 
also suspended activities 
in the Yida refugee camp 
— home to more than 
20,000 refugees — after 
two bombs from Sudanese 
aircraft fell in the camp and 
three outside of it. 

Lise Grande, the U.N. hu¬ 
manitarian coordinator in 
South Sudan, said the at¬ 
tack “put innocent civilians 
at extreme risk.” 

A new Sudan rebel group 
calling itself the Sudan 
Revolutionary Front has 
emerged, adding to the diz¬ 
zying array of political and 
military groups involved in 
an ethnic, economic and 
territorial conflict between 
the two countries. □ 


Rebekah Brooks, who was 
at the helm of News of the 
World’s publisher. News In¬ 
ternational. 

The first part of Leveson’s 
inquiry seeks to go beyond 
assigning blame to individ¬ 
ual journalists or newspa¬ 
pers to evaluate the me¬ 
dia's wider role. Among the 
questions on his agenda: Is 
the press above the law? Is 
it too close to police and 
politicians? 

Although the News of the 
World has few defenders, 
editors and broadcast boss¬ 
es have publicly voiced 
concern that recommen¬ 
dations from any inquiry 
could make Britain’s press 
less aggressive — and less 
free. Few if any want more 
government regulation — 
especially since Britain’s 
press already labors under 
strict libel laws and conten¬ 
tious new privacy rules. □ 



Susan Rice, US Ambassador to UNited Nations speaks to report¬ 
ers at UN Headquarters after the Security Council met to discuss 
the situation in Sudan. 


(AP Photo/David Karp) 


UK media inquiry begins: 


could lead to shake up 
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Questions cloud meeting of Afghan elders called by Karzai 


ALISSA J. RUBIN 
©2011 New York Times 
KABUL, Afghanistan - De¬ 
spite criticism from neigh¬ 
boring countries, threats 
from the Taliban and calls 
for a boycott from some 
political opponents. Presi¬ 
dent Hamid Karzai has 
called a loya jirga, the tra¬ 
ditional grand council of 
Afghan elders and leaders, 
in an attempt to gain pop¬ 
ular support for a long-term 
partnership with the United 
States, Afghan officials and 
analysts say. 

Even before the jirga's 
opening, set for Wednes¬ 
day, it is being clouded 
by doubt and confusion - 
much of it sown by Karzai 
himself. 

His public statements 
about the United States 
have grown more hostile 
in recent months, including 
a statement several weeks 
ago in which he suggested 
that if Pakistanis were to go 
to war with the Americans, 
he would actually ally him¬ 
self with Islamabad. 

That in particular seemed 
a contrary message to be 


sending while intense nego¬ 
tiations were under way to 
persuade the United States 
to keep troops and military 
trainers for 10 years be¬ 


yond the Obama adminis¬ 
tration's 2014 withdrawal 
deadline, and while also 
asking for help in paying for 
the Afghan security forces. 
Afghan officials affirmed, 
however, that Karzai’s over¬ 
arching goal is to obtain an 


agreement with the Ameri¬ 
cans, not least because he 
knows that his fate is closely 
tied to their military pres¬ 
ence and aid. 


Karzai must overcome the 
resistance of Americans 
facing both budget pres¬ 
sures and public exhaus¬ 
tion with a war that is enter¬ 
ing its second decade. He 
must also counter intensi¬ 
fying opposition from the 



Police restrict movement near the area of a loya jirga, the 
traditional grand council of Afghan elders and leaders, in 
Kabul, Afghanistan, Nov. 14, 2011. President Hamid Karzai has 
ignored critics in calling a loya jirga to gain support for a long 
term partnership with the US. 

(Mikhail Galustov/The New York Times) 


France frets about prized AAA debt rating 


SARAH DiLORENZO 
AP Writer 

PARIS (AP) — The interest 
rate France pays to borrow 
money has risen again — 
and along with it fears that 
the country will lose its cher¬ 
ished AAA credit rating. 
Theoretically at least, that 
rating — the highest a na¬ 
tion can have — allows 
France to borrow money 
from the markets cheaply. 
But France pays more than 
nearly every country that 
has a Triple A rating from all 
three of the major ratings 
agencies, except Australia, 
whose economy is less than 


half the size, and tiny Aus¬ 
tria, which pays about the 
same rate. 

On Monday, the yield on 
France's 10-year bond — 
the usual yardstick for a 
country's borrowing costs 
— rose 0.05 percentage 
points to 3.42 percent. 
That's nearly twice Germa¬ 
ny's and significantly more 
than the roughly 2 percent 
paid on 10-year U.S. Trea¬ 
sury notes. 

Some say with yields that 
high, France retains the 
AAA rating in name only, 
since the country has al¬ 
ready lost the benefit of the 


rating, namely low borrow¬ 
ing costs. 

No one is actually expect¬ 
ing France to default, but 
its higher yields reflect in¬ 
vestor concern about the 
country's fundamentals: 
its overall debt load and 
the annual budget deficits 
it runs. 

And, since the credit rat¬ 
ings of France and Ger¬ 
many underpin the euro¬ 
zone stability fund set up to 
tackle Europe's debt crisis, 
a change in the French 
rating could be seismic, af¬ 
fecting the entire European 
bailout plan.Q 


governments of Pakistan 
and Iran, which have their 
own ambitions in Afghani¬ 
stan and distrust the United 
States. 

Some Afghan officials say 
that the four- or five-day 
jirga, to which 2,030 del¬ 
egates have been invited, 
is vital to building domestic 
political support for keep¬ 
ing the U.S. military here for 
an extra decade, so that 
he can tell his opponents 
that he is in the talks at the 
behest of the Afghan peo¬ 
ple. “There's so much op¬ 
position to this partnership 
with the United States from 
our neighbors," said an 
Afghan government offi¬ 
cial who is knowledgeable 
about the negotiations 
and spoke on condition of 
anonymity because of dip¬ 
lomatic concerns. “So this 
jirga is so the president can 
show that the people of Af¬ 
ghanistan want this." 

The jirga will also discuss 
how to bring about peace 
with the Taliban in the wake 


of the assassination of the 
government-sponsored 
High Peace Council, Bur- 
nahuddin Rabbani, in Sep¬ 
tember. 

However, the council's 
planners have been vague 
about its full agenda, and 
there may be other goals. 
Some Afghan analysts sug¬ 
gest that Karzai wants an 
endorsement for specific 
requirements for the strate¬ 
gic partnership with United 
States, including demands 
that the agreement be 
binding, that all detention 
operations be turned over 
rapidly to the Afghan gov¬ 
ernment, and that military 
night raids, which are cen¬ 
tral to U.S. counterinsurgen¬ 
cy tactics but a driving insti¬ 
gator of domestic outrage, 
be conducted only by Af¬ 
ghan forces. 

An Afghan analyst who 
asked not to be named 
because he is close to the 
government of Karzai ac¬ 
knowledged the uncertain¬ 
ty of the jirga's purposes.Q 
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JOHNNY ENGLISH REBORN 


4:30 - 7:00 - 9:30 
1:45 
12:00 

8:30 


NiW 

rpGi 

rpGi 


daily: 
matinee: 
late show: 

IN TIME 

daily: 
matinee: 

late show: 11:15 

PARANORMAL ACTIVITY 3 

daily: 9:45 

matinee: 

late show: 12:00 S3 I R 

thecinemas.aw 


JACK AND JILL 

daily: 5:15-7:30-9:45 

matinee: 12:45-3:00 

late show: 12:00 

TOWER HEIST 

daily: 6:00 - 8:30 

matinee: 1:00-3:30 

late show: 11:00 

DE HEINEKEN ONTVOERING 

daily: 6:15-9:00 

matinee: 

late show: 11:45 

PUSS IN BOOTS 
daily: 4:30 - 7:00 

matinee: 12:00-2:15 

late show: S3 

JOHNNY ENGLISH REBORN 
daily: 6:15-8:45 

matinee: 1:15-3:45 ^ 

late show: 11:15 S3 

IN TIME 

daily: 9:15 

matinee: 

late show: 12:00 

THE THREE MUSKETEERS 

daily: 

matinee: 12:45-3:30 

late show: 


NJW 

rpGi 

NlW 


rpGi 

rpGi 


Matinee: sat 


Late show: fri & sat 
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TASTE ESB E LG lUM 


OPEN DAILY 7AM - 1AM | BREAKFAST LUNCH | DINNER | DRINKS 


RESTAURANT 


A warm welcome, 

the Belgian way! 


Early Bird <b 97,50 

5pm-7pnn # 



Palm Beach Plaza (Palm Beach) I T: (297) 586 6388 I info(a)tasteofbelgium.aw I www.tasteofbelgium.aw I www.onedeliciousisland.com 


Indian state’s roads become a protest tool 


LYDIA POLGREEN 
© 2011 New York Times 
IMPHAL, India - All summer, 
Homindon Singh Lisam's 
phone rang off fhe hook. 
As a docfor and hospifol 
odminisfrofor in India’s re- 
mofe Manipur sfafe, he is 
no sfranger fo friage. Buf 
fhis was different. 

The Kuki tribal group, seek¬ 
ing the creation of a sepa¬ 
rate administrative district 
in its area, had imposed a 
blockade in August, sever¬ 
ing the only two roads that 
lead here, and with them 
Lisam’s access to crucial 
medical supplies. Oxygen 
canisters, vital for surgery, 
were already scarce. All 
nonemergency proce¬ 
dures were canceled in¬ 
definitely. 

“Many patients come to 
me and beg to get their 
surgeries done," Lisam 
said. ‘'I tell them: 'A hernia 
can wait.’'' 

It is an astonishing but true 
fact, and it is indicative of 
India’s peculiar challeng¬ 
es, that an entire state of 
the world’s most populous 
democracy, and a rising 
economic power, can still 
be held hostage by a small 
ethnic group demanding 
a relatively modest amount 
of local administrative con¬ 
trol. 

India’s remote northeast 
is attached to the rest of 
the country by a slender 
thread of territory that arcs 
over the northern border 
of Bangladesh. It lies at the 
crossroads of India, Myan¬ 



mar, China and Nepal, and es of Arunachal Pradesh, 
is an ethnic and religious from Assam to Tripura, 
crazy quilt, populated by Some places have suffered 


a state government minis¬ 
ter and spokesman, said in 
an interview at his palatial 
home. “There are 36 tribes 
in such a small state. We 
have to be very careful. If 
something is happening, 
and it hurts someone’s sen¬ 
timents, it is a big problem.” 
Two main roads connect 
this state to the rest of In¬ 
dia, leaving it vulnerable 
to blockade by whatever 
group has a gripe with the 
government. 

Such protests have been a 
routine part of life here for 
fourdecades.This summer’s 


Above, Indian workers 
among potato sacks at a 
vegetable market in Imphal, 
the capital city of Manipur 
state, India. Right, Indian 
customers in line to get fuel 
outside a petrol station In 
Imphal, the capital city of 
Manipur state, India. Two 
roads connect Manipur 
state to the rest of India, 
leaving it vulnerable to 
blockade by whatever ethnic 
group has a gripe with the 
government, and its people 
and commerce choking on a 
shortage of resources. 
(Manpreet Romana/The New 
York Times) 



a diverse mix of indigenous 
tribes. In addition to Mus¬ 
lims and Hindus, many of 
the tribes are Christian or 
practice smaller, traditional 
religions. 

That makes for fractious 
politics all over, from the 
eastern end of West Ben¬ 
gal to the deepest reach- 


through full-fledged insur¬ 
gencies while others have 
remained simmering for de¬ 
cades on a lower boil. Vio¬ 
lence has dropped sharply 
in Manipur, once one of the 
most insurgent-wracked 
states in the country. But 
the state remains fragile. 
“Manipur is like a mini In¬ 
dia," Nongthomban Biren, 


blockade lasted more than 
three months, costing the 
state tens of millions of dol¬ 
lars. Like other blockades 
through the years, this one 
stopped as abruptly as it 
had begun, when the state 
government said it would 
create a district for the Ku- 
kis. But there was already 
a competing partial block¬ 
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ade in place by an eth¬ 
nic group opposed to the 
move. All summer, gasoline 
was in short supply and ra¬ 
tioning was in force. People 
lined up for hours, parking 
their cars in line at night 
and returning to wait again 
in the morning, to get a few 
liters of oil. In remote and 
isolated Manipur, block¬ 
ades ensure that what little 
commercial life there is gets 
choked off. 

Usually when Manipur is 
sealed from the outside, 
the perpetrators are ethnic 
Nagas who want to break 
large chunks of the state 
off to add to what they call 
Greater Nagaland, an en¬ 
larged version of the exist¬ 
ing state of Nagaland. 

This time, however, it was 
another tribal group that 
was blocking the roads. 
The Kukis are a hill tribe who 
complain that they are 
dominated by both the Na¬ 
gas and the Hindu Meiteis 
of the Imphal Valley, who 
dominate political and 
economic life in Manipur. 

In order to have greater 
control over the develop¬ 
ment of their community 
and a measure of self-gov¬ 
ernance, Kuki activists are 
demanding that the state 
government create a new 
district, which is a local 
administrative unit, in the 
southern half of the existing 
Southern Hills district. While 
this may seem like a modest 
proposal, Naga groups op¬ 
pose it because they worry 
that a Kuki-dominated dis¬ 
trict could disrupt their plans 
for Greater Nagaland. “The 
Nagas are against it," Biren 
said, with more than a hint 
of weariness in his voice. “If 
the Nagas get angry, that 
affects the whole state." 
The government, despite 
draconian anti-insurgency 
security laws that allow it to 
clamp down hard on dis¬ 
sent, was unable to stop 
the blockade. □ 
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Full house for Heineken GREEN VILLAGE 2011 




SAN NICOLAS - This year 
Heineken had an all-star 
line up... and EVERYONE 
was a VIP. The streets of San 
Nicolas were completely 
GREEN. There were 3 big 
stages with the best DJ's 
and Bands. On theThe MAIN 
STAGE was Honey Pot, Im- 
pak. Tsunami, Mike’s Dis¬ 
co and all the way from 
California REBELUTION! 
The URBAN STAGE with 
AREA 51, Los Transformerz, 
Upgrade & Biggy Boy, Big 
Rig, DJ Vibez and DJ Diablo. 
The ELECTRONIC STAGE 
with FELLOW, DJ Yeimy, 
Nutz Beatz, Mista Tee and 
DJ Kenny. Congratulations 
to the event organizers for 
the great showlQ 
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Getting ready for the big event! 

MooMba Beach is gearing up for its annual super fun 
International Beach Tennis Tournament 






- -1 



phi 



HADICURARI - Today the 
finishing touches will be 
made ta the eight caurts 
at MaaMba Beach that 
will host the 200-plus inter¬ 
national and 200-plus local 
beach tennis players, who 
will be playing their hearts 
out these coming few days. 
Truck loads of sand have 
been brought in, the center 
court is going to be spec¬ 
tacular and the Brazilians, 
Italians, Belgians, Argentin¬ 
eans Czechs, Americans 
and Dutch players are fly¬ 
ing in as we speak. The third 
Aruba International Beach 
Tennis event is held from 
November 17 to 20 and 
it is going to be fun, fun. 


fun. Not only for the play¬ 
ers, but alsa far the specta¬ 
tors who will see hot bods, 
great moves and fantas¬ 
tic beach wear parade 
by on and off the courts. 
Photos show groundsman 
Tony (a great player him¬ 
self) and his assistant fine- 
tuning one of the courts, 
a few very enthusiastic Ic- 
cal players sweating up a 
storm, getting a few more 
practice hcurs behind their 
belts and a young Adonis 
honing his forehand. For in¬ 
formation about the sched¬ 
uled matches, DJ’s, live 
bands and more, please 
surf to the website www. 
arubabeachtennis.com. □ 


David and Tara Hill honored 
at Aruba Beach Club 


ORANJESTAD - Recently 
Mr. David P. Hill and Mrs. 
Tara L. Hill of New Jersey 
were honored as distin¬ 
guished visitors after re¬ 
turning to Aruba for 10 
years consecufive. 

The symbolic honorary 
fifle is presenfed in fhe 


name of fhe Minisfer of 
Tourism as a foken of ap- 
preciafion fo guesfs who 
visif Aruba 

befween fen and fwenfy 
consecufive years. Ms. 
Darline de Cuba rep- 
resenfing Aruba Tourisf 
Aufhorify conducfed fhe 


ceremony held af Aruba 
Beach Club. 

The main reason fhey re- 
furn Aruba's 

specfacular is for fhe 
Happy Island, and fhe 
greaf weafher, whife 
sand beach and local 
food.Q 
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Asian Bistro l^ 


LUhICH SPeCiALS startir«j crt $9,95 


eARLY BIRD SPECIALS startirgot $14,95 '■6-7pm} 


HOUSE SPECIALS stoHing at $16,95 


Locded at SotHh Deoch Centre J PoUti Deach 55, Arubo | Tel: 566 3686 | Fox: 586 6863 


Youth Parliament 
participated in AHATA’S 
Coastal Clean Up 















ALTO VISTA - Youth Parlia¬ 
ment headed by its Yauth 
Minster for Environmental 
Affairs Aditya Gupta partic¬ 
ipated in the annual Coast¬ 
al Clean Up of AHATA. 
Saturday morning, the 
crew got together with 
the group of De Palm tours 
at Alto Vista to help clean 
up the 7 bacas behind the 
Alta Vista chapel. 

It was a unique experience 
for the team at youth parlia¬ 
ment as they faund bottles, 
plastics, glass, wood with 
nails, shoes, sandals and 


all kinds of weird items at 
these sites. The items were 
duly callected in to sturdy 
garbage bags. 

Aditya wondered if we can 
recycle all this material in to 
something useful we could 
probably help the environ¬ 
ment even better. 

Pictures show Aditya Gup¬ 
ta with Daniela Hernandez 
and Lorenzo Oduber of the 
team with the resource¬ 
ful team members at De 
Palm Taurs who provided 
the logistical suppart ta 
these youngster as well. 
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Gianni Hardeveid wins dinner-in-bed at the Screaming Eagie 



EAGLE BEACH - Chef Er¬ 
win Husken of the Scream¬ 
ing Eagle introduced the 
most popular seasonal spe¬ 
cials last Friday on DJ Riko 
Rijk’s radio show on Cool FM 
when listener Gianni Flard- 
eveld sent in an SMS and 
won a romantic dinner for 
two served in bed. 

Chef Husken say's “this 
week I am presenting game 


specialties again: Wild Boar 
(wild zwijn) and American 
Bison. The meat of wild boar 
is richer in taste than that 
of a common pig; when 
marinated and stewed the 
meat becomes tender and 
flavorful and perfectly com¬ 
plemented by with mashed 
potato, red cabbage, ap¬ 
ple and dried bacon. 

Due to popular demand. 


I also added again Ameri¬ 
can Bison as an appetizer 
served on farmer salad with 
truffle eggs and dressing of 
blue d'auvegne cheese.” 

Other specialty appetizers 
for this week include: Salad 
with pan seared confit of 
veal strip loin, deep fried 
tuna, cherry balsamic vin¬ 
egar and vegetable dress¬ 
ing, Peruvian shrimp causa. 


yellow potato, avocado, 
tomato, egg and cilan¬ 
tro-lime mayonnaise; and 
Creamy mussel soup. 

Main Courses for this week 
include poached whiting 
in vegetable stock served 
with vichy carrots, pommes 
bouillon and creamy per- 
nod sauce; Tandoori chick¬ 
en served with basmati 
rice, pumpkin curry and 
naan bread; and Grilled 


porterhouse steak with 
coleslaw, deep fried onions 
and beurre moutarde de 
meaux. 

And for dessert is Indone¬ 
sian spekkoek with mango 
sauce and coconut ice 
cream. 

DJ Rico Rijk’s radio program 
on Cool FM 98.9 everyday 
Monday to Friday from 
10:30 to 12:00, the raffle off 
is every Friday, so tune.Q 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your piate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of 
Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successfui fishermen 
of the estabiished seafood 
restaurant Driftwood in 
Oranjestad. 

Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweather has a love 
and passion for fishing. 
A fisherman who knows 
about fish, what our local 
waters have to offer, and 
what the words “fresh sea¬ 
food” really mean. 

What Herby catches will be 
served in his restaurant on 
the same day. Herby loves 
to share his fishing passion 
with the many visitors to the 
island. His fleet of a 35 ft. 
Twin Engine Bertram yacht 
and a 50 ft. Twin Engine 
Post yacht, appropriately 
called “Driftwood I and II, 
is available for charters on 
a daily basis from 8am to 
12 noon and from 1 pm to 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


5pm. 

Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: 
captain, mate, all fishing 
equipment, bait, sodas and 
bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and 
snacks are also included. 
You can call Herby directly 
at (297) 592 4040 or go to 
www.driftwoodaruba.com . 

Driftwood Restaurant 


This authentic Aruban sea¬ 
food restaurant is located 
in characteristic downtown 
Oranjestad. Their extend¬ 
ed menu has been jubled 
by many. Driftwood offers 
daily specials, as well as a 
delicious 3-course menu for 
just $24. 

Charter deep sea fishing 
rates: 

$400 - 1 /2 day 


$760- full day 
Rates per boat 
Max. 6 people 
Driftwood Restaurant 

Authentic Aruban Seafood 
Restaurant; Klipstraat 12, 
Downtown Oranjestad 
Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www.driftwoodaruba.com 

Opening hours: every day, 
but Tuesdays from 5pm till 1 
0:30pm.Q 






















































SPORTSIE 


Tuesday, November 15, 2011 


Kahne snaps 81 -race winless streak 

Kasey Kahne celebrates after winning the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series auto race at Phoenix International Raceway, 
Sunday, Nov. 13, 2011, in Avondale, Ariz. 

Associated Press 
Page 20 





Penn State coach Joe Pater- 
no arrives home Wednesday, 
Nov. 9, 2011, in State College, 
Pa. 


Associated Press 


Big Ten takes 
Paterno 
name 
off trophy 

PARK RIDGE, III. (AP)— The 

Big Ten has taken Joe Pa- 
terno’s name off the Big 
Ten's football champion¬ 
ship trophy. 

League commissioner Jim 
Delony said Monday that if 
is “inappropriate” to keep 
Paferno’s name on the tro¬ 
phy that will be awarded 
Dec. 3 after the first Big Ten 
title game. Penn State fired 
Paterno, its longtime head 
coach, last week and in¬ 
vestigations are under way 
into allegations of child 
sex-abuse involving a for¬ 
mer assistant for the Nittany 
Lions. The trophy hod been 
named the Stagg-Pater- 
no Championship Trophy. 
Amos Alonzo Stagg won 
319 games in 57 years, most 
at the University of Chica¬ 
go. Paterno's 409 wins are 
the most by a major col¬ 
lege coach. 

The trophy will now be 
called the Stagg Champi¬ 
onship Trophy.Q 
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Los Angeles Galaxy midfielder David Beckham, right, stands 
with teammate Robbie Keane after the Galaxy defeated Real 
Salt Lake during their MLS Western Conference Championship 
soccer match, Sunday, Nov. 6, 2011, in Carson, Calif. 

Associated Press 

David Beckham voted MLS 
comeback player of year 

NEW YORK (AP) — David Beckham has been voted Ma¬ 
jor League Soccer’s comeback player of the year after 
missing most of the 2010 season because of a torn Achil¬ 
les tendon. The former England captain won the award 
Monday after receiving 59.76 percent of votes from the 
media, players and club officials, having set up 15 goals 
for the Los Angeles Galaxy, which finished the season with 
the best regular-season record. 

DC United forward Charlie Davies, joining MLS after seri¬ 
ous injuries in an October 2009 car crash, was second with 
57.81 percent following by Chicago Fire forward Dominic 
Oduro with 41.52 percent. 

The Galaxy’s Bruce Arena became the first three-time win¬ 
ner of coach of the year. He also won in 1997 with D.C. 
United and 2009 with the Galaxy.Q 


Kvitova wins 
WTA player 
of year honors 

ST. PETERSBURG, Florida 
(AP) — Wimbledon cham¬ 
pion Petra Kvitova has 
been honored as the WTA’s 
player of the year for 2011 
to cap her breakthrough 
season. 

The 21-year-old Kvitova 
went 60-13 with six singles 
titles, including at the sea¬ 
son-ending tour champion¬ 
ships, and rose from No. 34 
to No. 2 in the rankings. 

She helped the Czech Re¬ 
public win the Fed Cup 
and won more than $5 mil¬ 
lion in prize money. 

In the awards announced 
Monday, Kvitova also won 
for most improved player 
and sportsmanship. 

Sabine Lisicki of Belgium 
was honored as come- 



This Oct. 30, 2011 file photo 
shows Czech Republic’s 
Petra Kvitova at the WTA 
Championship in Istanbul, 
Turkey. Kvitova has been 
honored as the WTA’s player 
of the year for 2011. 

Associated Press 


back player of the year, 
Irina-Camelia Begu of Ro¬ 
mania was the newcomer 
of the year, and the top- 
ranked pairing of Kveta Pe- 
schke and Katarina Srebot- 
nik won for doubles team 
of the year.Q 



Players reject NBA’s offer, 
begin to disband union 



Surrounded by NBA basketball players. Executive Director of the National Basketball Players 
Association Billy Hunter, right, speaks to the media while Players Association president Derek 
Fisher listens during a news conference after a meeting of the players’ union in New York, 
Monday, Nov. 14, 2011. The NBA players rejected the league’s latest offer and have begun the 
process to disband the union. 


BRIAN MAHONEY 
AP Basketball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — NBA play¬ 
ers rejected the league’s 
latest offer Monday and be¬ 
gan disbanding their union, 
likely jeopardizing the sea¬ 
son. “We’re prepared to file 
this antitrust action against 
the NBA,” union executive 
director Billy Hunter said. 
“That’s the best situation 
where players can get their 
due process.” 

And that’s a tragedy as far 
as NBA Commissioner Da¬ 
vid Stern is concerned. 

“It looks like the 2011-12 
season is really in jeopardy,” 
Stern said in an interview on 
the ESPN network. 

“It’s just a big charade. 
To do it now, the union is 
ratcheting up I guess to see 
if they can scare the NBA 
owners or something. That’s 
not happening.” Hunter 
said players were not pre¬ 
pared to agree to Stern’s 
ultimatum to accept the 
current proposal or face 
a worse one, saying they 
thought it was “extremely 
unfair.” 

And they’re aware what 
this battle might cost them. 
“We understand the conse¬ 


quences of potentially miss¬ 
ing the season; we under¬ 
stand the consequences 
that players could poten¬ 
tially face if things don’t go 
our way, but it’s a risk worth 
taking,” said Maurice Ev¬ 
ans, vice president of the 
National Basketball Players 
Association (NBPA). “It’s the 
right move to do.” 

But it’s risky. The league 
already has filed a pre¬ 
emptive lawsuit seeking to 
prove the lockout is legal 
and contends that without 
a union that collectively 
bargained them, the play¬ 
ers’ guaranteed contracts 
could legally be voided. 
During oral arguments on 
Nov. 2, the NBA asked 
U.S. District Judge Paul 
Gardephe to decide the 
legality of its lockout, but he 
was reluctant to wade into 
the league’s labor mess. 
Gardephe has yet to issue 
a ruling. 

Stern, who is a lawyer, had 
urged players to take the 
deal on the table, saying 
it’s the best the NBA could 
offer and advised that de¬ 
certification is not a winning 
strategy. Players ignored 
that warning, choosing in- 


Associated Press 

stead to dissolve its union, 
giving them a chance to 
win several billion dollars in 
triple damages in an anti¬ 
trust lawsuit. 

“This is the best decision for 
the players,” union presi¬ 
dent Derek Fisher said. 

“I want to reiterate that 
point, that a lot of individual 
players have a lot of things 
personally at stake in terms 
of their careers and where 
they stand. 

And right now they feel it’s 
important — we all feel it’s 
important to all our play¬ 
ers, not just the ones in this 
room, but our entire group 
— that we not only try to 
get a deal done for today 
but for the body of NBA 
players that will come into 
this league over the next 
decade and beyond.” 
Fisher, flanked at a press 
conference by dozens of 
players including Kobe Bry¬ 
ant and Carmelo Anthony, 
said the decision was unan¬ 
imous. 

But there were surely play¬ 
ers throughout the league 
who would have preferred 
union leadership put the 
proposal to a vote of the 
full membership instead.Q 
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Kimbrel, Hellickson chosen rookies of the year 


By BEN WALKER 
AP Baseball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Craig 
Kimbrel overpowered hit¬ 
ters with his rocket right 
arm, then overwhelmed ri¬ 
vals in the NL Rookie of the 
Year voting. 

If only, the Atlanta Braves’ 
closer figured, his final out¬ 
ing could’ve gone better. 
Kimbrel unanimously won 
the NL honor on Monday, 
with Tampa Boy pitcher 
Jeremy Hellickson a clear 
choice as the top rookie in 
the AL. 

Kimbrel set a major league 
record for saves by a rook¬ 
ie with 46. He earned all 32 
first-place votes in balloting 
by the Baseball Writers’ As¬ 
sociation of America and 
outpointed Braves team¬ 
mate Freddie Freeman. 

“It definitely did surprise 
me," Kimbrel said on a con¬ 
ference coll from his vaca¬ 
tion in Hawaii. “I expected 
it to be close.” 

Kimbrel was dominant for 
much of the year, chosen 
as an NL All-Star during his 
streak of 38 straight ap¬ 
pearances without allow¬ 
ing a run. But that streak 
ended in mid-September 
and the 23-year-old Kim¬ 
brel struggled as the Braves 
frittered away a 10 1/2- 
game lead in the NL wild¬ 
card race. 

Kimbrel’s eighth blown 
save of the year came in 
the final game of the sea¬ 
son, when he walked three, 
gave up a hit and allowed 
the tying run in the ninth in¬ 
ning against Philadelphia. 
The Phillies went on to win in 
the 13th, costing the Braves 
a spot in a one-gome play¬ 
off against St. Louis for the 
wild-card slot. 

“I blew many saves 
throughout the year. It just 
so happened that one 
came in the last game of 
the year with everything on 
the line," he said. “My con¬ 
trol was not there, I was all 
over the place." 

“I’m going to get over it, 
but I’m not going to forget 
it,” he said. “I need to fix it.” 
Kimbrel struck out 127 in 
only 77 innings and an¬ 
chored Atlanta’s outstand¬ 
ing bullpen, pitching 79 
games. He was 4-3 with 
a 2.10 ERA, and his long 
scoreless span covered 37 


2-3 innings. 

“I did learn that the season 
is long,” he said. 

Kimbrel wound up tied for 
Milwaukee’s John Axford 
for the NL lead in saves. He 
became the 10th unani¬ 
mous NL rookie winner, and 
first since Albert Pujols in 
2001. Kimbrel was the sev¬ 
enth Braves player to win 
the award that began in 
1947, and first since Rafael 
Furcol in 2000. 

Kimbrel, who pitched 21 
games in 2010 but still re¬ 
tained his rookie eligibility, 
earned 160 points in the 
BBWAA balloting. Freeman, 
who hit .282 with 21 home 
runs and 76 RBIs, was sec¬ 
ond with 21 second-place 


ing of the award. 

The 24-year-old Hellickson 
was a big reason the Rays 
were able to erase a nine- 
game deficit against Bos¬ 
ton in the last 3 1/2 weeks 
to win the AL wild-card 
spot. He was unbeaten in 
five starts against AL East 
teams in the final month, 
and finished 7-3 in gomes 
against division rivals. 

On the next-to-lost day, he 
kept the Rays close against 
the visiting New York Yan¬ 
kees. On his final pitch of 
the regular season, Hellick¬ 
son got Russell Martin to 
ground into a triple play 
with the bases loaded, and 
the Roys went on to win. 
Hellickson, incidentally, has 



In this July 19, 2011 file photo, Tampa Bay Rays starting pitcher 
Jeremy Hellickson throws in the first inning of a baseball game 
against the New York Yankees, in St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Associated Press 


votes and 70 points. Kim¬ 
brel and Freeman became 
the first pair of teammates 
to finish 1-2 in the NL rookie 
voting since Cubs outfield¬ 
ers Jerome Walton and 
Dwight Smith in 1989. 
Philadelphia pitcher Vance 
Worley was third and Wash¬ 
ington catcher Wilson Ra¬ 
mos was fourth. Ramos was 
kidnapped in Venezuela 
last week and freed Sat¬ 
urday when commandos 
raided the mountain hide¬ 
out where he was being 
held. Hellickson went 13-10 
with a 2.95 ERA in helping 
the Roys take the AL wild¬ 
card spot. He drew 17 of 
28 first-place votes and fin¬ 
ished well ahead of Los An¬ 
geles Angels first baseman 
Mark Trumbo. 

“It’s something I really 
wanted to win,” Hellickson 
said on a conference coll 
from his home in Iowa. He 
said there were “three or 
four guys” equally deserv¬ 


a Yorkshire terrier called 
Jeter — as in, Yankees star 
Derek Jeter. Hellickson’s 
dad was a big Reggie 
Jackson fan, and the dog 
wound up with the name. 
Hellickson is generously 
listed at 6-foot-1, but held 
up extremely well over 29 
starts. He led all big league 
rookies in ERA, innings (189) 
and opponents’ batting 
average (.210). 

Like Kimbrel, Hellickson’s 
final outing was rocky. 
Against Texas in Game 4 in 
the opening round of the 
AL playoffs, he gave up 
a leodoff home run to Ian 
Kinsler and two homers to 
Adrian Beltre and left after 
four innings as the Rangers 
clinched the series. 
Hellickson, who went 4-0 
in 10 for the Rays in 2010, 
joined Evan Longoria (2008) 
as Tampa Bay players to 
win the AL rookie honor. 
Hellickson finished with 102 
points.Q 



In this July 5, 2011 file photo, Atlanta Braves relief pitcher Craig 
Kimbrel works in the ninth inning of a baseball game against Col¬ 
orado Rockies, in Atlanta. 

Associated Press 
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Kahne beats Edwards and Stewart to win at Phoenix 


JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer 
AVONDALE, Arizona (AP) 

— Kasey Kahne snapped 
an 81-race winless streak 
Sunday by holding off 
championship contenders 
Carl Edwards and Tony 
Stewart at Phoenix 
International Raceway. 
Stewart dominated 

the race, leading 160 of 
the 312 laps, 

but had to pit for gas with 
18 laps remaining. He then 
hod to work his way back 
to the front, and used a late 
pass of Jeff Burton to finish 
third, right behind Edwards. 
The points margin didn’t 
change, and Edwards 
goes into next weekend’s 
season finale leading 
Stewart by three points. 
Edwards is going for his first 
Sprint Cup championship, 
while Stewart is a two-time 
champion. 

“We’re going to make him 
sweat it out,” Stewart said. 
“As for os I’m concerned, 
it’s a dead heat going in 
there. I’m pumped. I wish 
I was going to Homestead 
tomorrow.” 

So did Edwards, a two-time 
Homestead winner. 

“This is going to be a battle. 
I truly believe it’s going to 
be a good race,” Edwards 
said. “That place is magical 
for us. I really enjoy going 
there. 

“I hope it comes down to 



Kasey Kahne starts his burnout at the finish line after winning the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series auto race at Phoenix International Race¬ 
way, Sunday, Nov. 13, 2011, in Avondale, Ariz. 

Associated Press 


the fastest guy winning 
the race.” 

It’s the closest 

title race since NASCAR 
implemented the 10-race 
Chase for the Sprint Cup 
championship in 2004. 
Five-time defending 

NASCAR champion Jimmie 
Johnson finished 14th and 
was officially eliminated 
from title contention. 

“It’s been one hell of a run,” 
he posted on Twitter shortly 
after the race. 

Kahne, meanwhile, won for 
the first time since Atlanta 
in 2009, and it comes in his 
next-to-last race with Red 


BullRacing. He’s moving 
to Hendrick Motorsports 
next season, and Red Bull is 
pulling out of NASCAR. 
Burton finished fourth and 
was followed by Ryan 
Newman. 

AJ Allmendinger was sixth, 
and David Reutimann, told 
two weeks ago he was 
losing his job at Michael 
WaltripRacing, was 

seventh. 

Marcos Ambrose finished 
eighth and was followed 
by Paul Menard and Clint 
Bowyer. 

Kyle Busch, racing again 
after NASCAR parked him 


at Texas last weekend for 
intentionally wrecking Ron 
Hornaday Jr., worked his 
way up to third before his 
engine failed. 

He finished 36th. 

“It’s just devastating,” 
Busch said. “To go through 
turmoil like this, all you can 
do is group together and 
pull through it and try to 
persevere and move on.” 
Busch, who started the 
Chase tied with Kevin 
Harvick as the top seed, 
will almost certainly finish 
12th in the final standings 
and won’t be included in 
the season-ending awards 


ceremony held in his 
hometown. Las Vegas. 

His older brother, Kurt, 
didn’t fare any better at 
Phoenix. 

He ran out of gas while 
leading and wound up 
22nd. 

The race was also marked 
by another incident 
between Brian Vickers 
and Matt Kenseth, who 
tangled two racesago 
at Martinsville. Kenseth 
said Vickers intentionally 
wrecked him, but Vickers 
denied it. 

“If he wants to doubt us, 
that’s fine,” Vickers said. □ 


Kemp says he and Dodgers 
close to long-term deal 


COMPTON, Calif. (AP)— 

Matt Kemp and the Los 
Angeles Dodgers are close 
to completing a long-term 
contract. 

ESPN and the Los Angeles 
Times reported that the All- 
Star center fielder is on the 
verge of signing an eight- 
year, $160 million deal, but 
Kemp said no agreement 
has been finalized. 

“We’ve still got a little bit 
more to go, little more 
things to work out,” 

Kemp said Monday fol¬ 
lowing the dedication of 
a youth field in Compton, 
where he was joined by 
outgoing Dodgers owner 
Frank McCourt. “Hopefully 


I’ll be a Dodger for years to 
come.” 

The team declined to com¬ 
ment. Kemp’s agent, Dave 
Stewart, didn’t immedi¬ 
ately return a call seeking 
comment. 

The deal would make 
Kemp one of baseball’s 
highest-paid players and 
it would be the largest in 
team history. 

The previous record was set 
in 1998 when pitcher Kevin 
Brown signed a $105 mil¬ 
lion, seven-year deal. 

The 27-year-old Kemp 
made a run at the elu¬ 
sive Triple Crown this sea¬ 
son, leading the National 
League in home runs (39) 


and RBIs (126). He finished 
third in batting average at 
.324 and stole 40 bases. 

A leading contender for NL 
MVP, Kemp can become 
a free agent after the 2012 
season. 

This offseason, 
the Dodgers’ main chal¬ 
lenge is to try to lock up 
Kemp and ace lefty Clay¬ 
ton Kershaw both of whom 
are eligible for arbitration. 
The club filed for bankrupt¬ 
cy protection earlier this 
year and McCourt recently 
reached an agreement 
with Major League Base¬ 
ball for a court-supervised 
sale of the team and its 
media rights.Q 



Los Angeles Dodgers owner Frank McCourt, left, and center 
fielder Matt Kemp attend the unveiling of a new Dodgers Dream- 
fieid in Compton, Caiif., on Monday, Nov. 14, 2011. Last summer 
the Dodgers Dream Foundation and the LA84 Foundation com¬ 
mitted to creating nine new baiifields in the Los Angeies area. 

Associated Press 
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NHL Roundup 

Toews, Montador score twice. 


Blackhawks top Oilers 


CHICAGO (AP) — Jonathan 
Toews and Steve Montador 
each scored twice to help 
the Chicago Blackhawks 
beat the Edmonton Oilers 
6-3 on Sunday night for their 
third straight victory. 
Duncan Keith had a goal 
and assist for Chicago (11- 
4-3), which handed Ed¬ 
monton its third consecu¬ 
tive loss. Daniel Carcillo 
capped the scoring with an 
empty-net goal. 

Ryan Smyth, Jordan Eberle 
and Shawn Horcoff scored 
for the Oilers (9-6-2). 
Montador, a defenseman 
playing his 10th NHL season, 
had his first two-goal game. 
He scored one of his goals 
playing in a forward spot — 
and parked in the slot — on 
a power play. 

Edmonton’s Nikolai Khabib- 
ulin surrendered a season- 
high five goals on 34 shots 
and lost his second straight 
game in regulation after 
starting the season 7-0-2. 
Khabibulin, who entered 
the game with an NHL- 
leading 1.18 goals-against 
average and .957 save per¬ 
centage, has allowed eight 
goals in the consecutive 
losses after permitting just 
nine in his first nine games. 
Chicago's Corey Crawford 
made 20 saves. 

Flyers 3, Panthers 2 
At Sunrise, Danny Briere, 



Tim FuitoKioHCu wsmr 


Braydon Coburn and Matt 
Read scored while Ilya Bry¬ 
zgalov made 31 saves in 
Philadelphia’s victory over 
Florida. 

Bryzgalov won for the 
fourth time in five starts. 
Evgeny Dadonov and To¬ 
mas Fleischmann scored 
for Florida and Jose Theo¬ 
dore stopped 32 shots. The 
Panthers were held without 
a point for the first time in 
seven games. 

Read scored on a pen¬ 
alty shot to give the Fly¬ 
ers a 3-1 lead. Read was 
awarded the shot after he 
was tripped by Jason Gar¬ 
rison. Read’s shot trickled 
through Theodore’s pads 
at 4:14 of the third. 

Wild 3, Ducks 2 
At Anaheim, Matt Cul¬ 
len and Jared Spurgeon 
scored 3:21 apart in the first 
period, Kyle Brodziak also 
found the net and Nicklas 
Backstrom made 32 saves 
in Minnesota’s victory. 
Defenseman Cam Fowler 
got his first two goals of the 
season for the Ducks, 1 -5-2 
since beating the Wild 3-2 
in Minnesota on Oct. 27. 
The second one came with 
48.5 seconds remaining on 
a screened wrist shot after 
Anaheim coach Randy 
Carlyle used his timeout. 
Jonas Hiller was pulled by 
Carlyle at the end of the 
first period, after giving 
up three goals on 15 shots 
against an offense that 
managed only one shot on 
net in the first 17:15 in a 5-2 
loss to Los Angeles on Sat¬ 
urday night. 


Canucks 4 , Islanders 1 

At Vancouver, Roberto 
Luongo made 23 saves 
to help the Canucks beat 
New York. 

Aaron Rome had a goal 
and two assists, Cody 
Hodgson and David Booth 
each had a goal and an 
assist, and Henrik Sedin 
also scored for Vancouver, 
coming off a six-game trip. 
Mark Moulson scored for 
New York. The Islanders are 
1-6-3 in their last 10 games 
after opening 3-1 -O.Q 


Chicago Blackhawks’ Bryan Bickell and the Edmonton Oilers’ 
Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, right, battle for position during the first 
period of an NHL game in Chicago on Sunday, Nov. 13, 2011. 

Associated Press 


All among boxing greats 
paying respect to Frazier 



Former boxing champion Muhammad All leaves after a memo¬ 
rial service for boxing legend Joe Frazier at the Enon Tabernacle 
Baptist Church Monday, Nov. 14, 2011, in Philadelphia. 

Associated Press 


DAN GELSTON 
AP Sports Writer 

Joe Frazier was remem¬ 
bered as a great heavy¬ 


weight champion and a 
city icon at a funeral at¬ 
tended my longtime rival 
Muhammad Ali. 


Former heavyweight 

champions Ali and Larry 
Holmes and promoter Don 
King were among those to 
pay respects at the private 
funeral Monday. 

The 67-year-old Frazier died 
last week after a short bat¬ 
tle with liver cancer. 

The Rev. Jesse Jackson 
gave stirring remarks, ask¬ 
ing fans to stand and “show 
your love” for Frazier. 

For the only time in the 
more than two-hour ser¬ 
vice, Ali rose and vigorously 
clapped for his fallen rival. 
Wearing a dark suit and 
sunglasses, Ali held hands 
for assistance in and out of 
the Baptist church. 

Mike Tyson, Donald Trump 
and actor Mickey Rourke 
sent videotaped messages 
of condolences. □ 





































Tuesday, November 15, 2011 


If^lHEALTH 


Personal Health: 



A watch-and-wait prostate treatment 



With controversy raging over whether men shouid be screened 
for prostate cancer with the PSA blood test, the experience of 
one man in his 80s suggests an alternative to a simple yes-or-no 
response, as well as options for prevention and treatment that 
men of all ages might consider. 


JANE E. BRODY 
© 2011 New York Times 

With controversy raging 
over whether men should 
be screened tor prostate 
cancer with the PSA blood 
test, the experience of one 
man in his 80s suggests an 
alternative to a simple yes- 
or-no response, as well as 
options for prevention and 
treatment that men of all 
ages might consider. 

The man, a prominent New 
Yorker who for profession¬ 
al reasons asked that his 
name not be published, 
knew that the PSA was 
not recommended as a 
screening test for men old¬ 
er than 75 or for any man 
with less than a 10-year life 
expectancy. But although 
he was then 82, he said: “I 
insisted. I felt that age had 
nothing to do with it." 

Now 85, he explained in an 
interview: “It’s about how 
you feel, not how old you 
are. 

I feel like 60. I’m full of 
beans. With my energy 
level, my view of life, the 
12 hours of work I do every 
day and the many cultural 
activities I enjoy, I ignore 
my age. And I didn’t want 
to take any chances that 
prostate cancer would get 
in the way of all this.” 

He had the test, and when 
his PSA reading came 
back close to 5, he elect¬ 


ed to have a biopsy (4 is 
the cut-off at which doc¬ 
tors usually recommend 
the procedure). It found an 
early-stage cancer on one 
side of the gland. Further 
analysis revealed a Glea¬ 
son score of 7, suggesting 


that the cancer was some¬ 
what more aggressive than 
slow-growing. 

He was not considered a 
candidate for surgery and 
would not have wanted it 
in any case, but neither was 
he thrilled by the prospect 


of radiation treatments. 
Instead, he consulted Dr. 
Aaron E. Katz, director of 
the Center for Holistic Urol¬ 
ogy at Columbia University 
Medical Center and author 
of “The Definitive Guide to 
Prostate Cancer." 


Katz's approach to 
this disease might be 
described as “more is less” 
- for most men with early- 
stage cancers that are not 
particularly aggressive, 
take the least invasive 
approach. 


That could be what Katz 
calls “active surveillance 
with possible delayed in¬ 
tervention” should the 
cancer start to grow, or for 
someone like the elderly 
New Yorker who wanted 
the cancer out, a relative¬ 
ly new procedure called 
cryosurgery. 

WHAT IS ACTIVE 

SURVEILLANCE? 
Prostate cancer is ex¬ 
tremely common. The dis¬ 
ease can be found in up 
to 30 percent of men older 
than 50. Most men who 
develop it do not die of it; 
rather, they die with it, of¬ 
ten without knowing that it 
was present. The develop¬ 
ment of the PSA test and 
its widespread use greatly 
increased diagnosis of this 
disease, often of cases that 
would never have become 
a clinical problem. 

In such cases, doctors may 
suggest “watchful waiting" 

— repeated monitoring of 
the prostate with no treat¬ 
ment unless the cancer be¬ 
gins to progress. 

Active surveillance, ac¬ 
cording to Katz, can be ap¬ 
plied to men with a PSA un¬ 
der 10 and Gleason score 
under 7 who have early- 
stage disease and no evi¬ 
dence of cancer beyond 
the prostate. He describes 
the somewhat unconven¬ 
tional approach as follows: 

— Making dietary changes 
that include reducing or 
eliminating red meat and 
dairy and eating lots of 
vegetables. 

— Taking supplements of 
omega-3 fatty acids, vita¬ 
min D and herbal anti-in¬ 
flammatory agents. 

— Adopting an exercise 


program that includes aer¬ 
obic exercise three times a 
week. 

— Practicing a method of 
stress reduction like yoga or 
meditation. 

— Getting a PSA test every 
three to four months and 
digital rectal exam every six 
months. 

— Repeating a biopsy of 
the prostate every 12 to 24 
months. 

While definitive proof is lack¬ 
ing, the dietary and behav¬ 
ioral changes he suggests 
are based on both obser¬ 
vational and clinical studies 
that have linked them to a 
reduced risk of develop¬ 
ing an aggressive cancer 
and dying of the disease. 
For example, in 1993, Ed¬ 
ward Giovannucci and 
colleagues at the Harvard 
School of Public Health 
documented a relation¬ 
ship between high intake of 
red meat and a greater risk 
of developing advanced 
prostate cancer among 
51,529 men who had initial¬ 
ly been cancer-free. 

In another study of the 
same group of men fol¬ 
lowed for up to 16 years, 
Giovannucci and co-au¬ 
thors found a reduced risk 
of advanced and fatal 
prostate cancer among 
those who consumed lots 
of tomato sauce, a rich 
source of a protective sub¬ 
stance called lycopene, 
and those who engaged 
in higher levels of vigorous 
physical activity. 

To patients who choose ac¬ 
tive surveillance, Katz rec¬ 
ommends fish, particularly 
oily ocean fish like salmon, 
Arctic char, Atlantic mack¬ 
erel and sardines, as the 
best source of omega-3 
fatty acids. Among other 
protective foods that he 
said can stabilize or reduce 
PSA levels and cancer pro¬ 
gression are deeply colored 
fruits like pomegranates, 
red grapes, green tea, flax¬ 
seed and walnuts. 

He also urges men to greatly 
increase their consumption 
of vegetables, especially 
the cruciferous vegetables 
like broccoli, cabbage, 
Brussels sprouts, cauliflower 
and kale, and other dark 
green leafy vegetables like 
spinach and Swiss chard.Q 
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Internet architects warn of ultrafast network risks 



Lorenz Redlefsen, an engineer, looks at switching equipment in a rack in Arista's lab, in Santa 
Clara, Calif., Oct. 21, 2011. Arista Networks proves that two people can make over a billion dollars 
each building the Internet and still be worried about its reliability. 

(Jim Wilson/The New York Times) 


QUENTIN HARDY 
© 2011 New York Times 
SANTA CLARA, Calif. - If 

nothing else. Arista Net¬ 
works proves that two peo¬ 
ple can make more than 
$1 billion each building the 
Internet and still be worried 
about its reliability. 

David Cheriton, a com¬ 
puter science professor at 
Stanford known for his skills 
in software design, and An¬ 
dreas Bechtolsheim, one of 
the founders of Sun Micro¬ 
systems, have committed 
$100 million of their mon¬ 
ey, and spent half that, to 
shake up the business of 
connecting computers in 
the Internet’s big comput¬ 
ing centers. 

As the Arista founders say, 
the promise of having ac¬ 
cess to mammoth amounts 
of data instantly, any¬ 
where, is matched by the 
threat of catastrophe. Peo¬ 
ple are creating more data 
and moving it ever faster 
on computer networks. The 
fast networks allow people 
to pour much more of civi¬ 
lization online, including 
not just Facebook posts 
and every book ever writ¬ 
ten, but all music, live video 
calls, and most of the infor¬ 
mation technology behind 
modern business, into a 
worldwide “cloud” of data 
centers. 

The networks are designed 
so it will always be avail¬ 
able, via phone, tablet, 
personal computer or an 
increasing array of con¬ 
nected devices. 

Statistics dictate that the 
vastly greater number of 
transactions among com¬ 
puters in a world 100 times 
faster than today will lead 
to a greater number of 
unpredictable accidents, 
with less time in between 
them. Already, Amazon’s 
cloud for businesses failed 


for several hours in April, 
when normal comput¬ 
er routines faltered and 
the system overloaded. 
Google’s cloud of email 
and document collabora¬ 
tion software has been in¬ 
terrupted several times. 
“We think of the Internet 
as always there. Just be¬ 
cause we’ve become de¬ 
pendent on it, that doesn’t 
mean it's true,” Cheriton 
says. Bechtolsheim says 
that because of the Inter¬ 
net's complexity, the glob¬ 
al network is impossible to 
design without bugs. Very 
dangerous bugs, as they 
describe them, capable 
of halting commerce, de¬ 
stroying financial informa¬ 
tion or enabling hostile at¬ 
tacks by foreign powers. 
Both were among the first 
investors in Google, which 
made them billionaires, 
and, before that, they cre¬ 
ated and sold a company 
to the networking giant Cis¬ 
co Systems for $220 million. 
Wealth and reputations 
as technology seers give 
their arguments about the 
risks of faster networks rare 
credibility. 

More transactions also 
mean more system at¬ 
tacks. Even though he says 
there is no turning back on 
the online society, Cheriton 
worries most about security 
hazards. “I've made the 
claim that the Chinese mili¬ 
tary can take it down in 30 
seconds, no one can prove 
me wrong," he said. By 
building a new way to run 
networks in the cloud era, 
he says, “we have a path 
to having software that is 
more sophisticated, can 
be self-defending, and is 
able to detect more prob¬ 
lems, quicker.” 

The common connection 
among computer servers, 
one gigabit per second. 


is giving way to 10-gigabit 
connections, because of 
improvements in semicon¬ 
ductor design and soft¬ 
ware. Speeds of 40 giga¬ 
bits, even 100 gigabits, 
are now used for specialty 
purposes like consolidat¬ 
ing huge data streams 
among hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of computers across 
the globe, and that tech¬ 
nology is headed into the 
mainstream. An engineer¬ 
ing standard for a terabit 
per second, 1,000 gigabits, 
is expected in about seven 
years. 

Arista, which is based here, 
was built with the 10-giga- 
bit world in mind. It now 
has 250 employees, 167 of 
them engineers, building 
a fast data-routing switch 
that could isolate problems 
and fix them without ever 
shutting down the network. 
It is intended to run on in¬ 
expensive mass-produced 
chips. In terms of software 
and hardware, it was a big 
break from the way things 
had been done in network¬ 
ing for the last quarter- 


century.“Companies like 
Cisco had to build their 
own specialty chips to 
work at high speed for the 
time,” Bechtolsheim said. 
Because of improvements 
in the quality and capa¬ 
bility of the kind of chips 
used in computers, phones 
and cable television boxes, 
“we could build a network 
that is a lot more software- 
enabled, something that is 
a lot easier to defend and 
modify,” he said. 

For Cheriton, who cuts his 
own hair despite his great 
wealth. Arista was an op¬ 
portunity to work on a new 
style of software he said he 
had been thinking about 
since 1989. No matter how 
complex, software is es¬ 
sentially a linear system of 
commands: Do this, and 
then do that. Sometimes it 
is divided into “objects” or 
modules, but these tend to 
operate sequentially. 

From 2004 to 2008, when 
Arista shipped its first prod¬ 
uct, Cheriton developed a 
five million-line system that 
breaks operations into a 


series of tasks, which when 
completed, other parts of 
the program can check 
on and pick up if every¬ 
thing seems fine. If it does 
not, the problem is rapidly 
isolated and addressed. 
Bechtolsheim worked with 
him to make the system op¬ 
erate with chips that were 
already on the market. 

The first products were sold 
to financial traders looking 
to shave 100 nanoseconds 
off their high-frequency 
trades. Arista has more 
than 1,000 customers now, 
including telecommunica¬ 
tions companies and uni¬ 
versity research laborato¬ 
ries. “They have created 
something that is architec¬ 
turally unique in network¬ 
ing, with a lot of value for 
the industry,” says Nicholas 
Lippis, who tests and evalu¬ 
ates switching equipment. 
“They built something fast 
that has a unique value for 
the industry." 

Kenneth Duda, another 
founder, said, “What drives 
us here is finding a new way 
to do software. ”□ 
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Stocks slip as Italian bond 
sale renews euro fears 



A monthlong battle for the future leadership of Deutsche Bank 
ended Monday with the lender’s announcement that CEO 
Josef Ackermann has withdrawn his candidacy to become 
chairman of its board of directors. 

Deutsche Bank CEO drops 
supervisory board bid 


MATTHEW CRAFT 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The stock 
market fell Monday after 
a jump in Italy’s borrowing 
costs reminded investors 
of how much work remains 
to be done to contain Eu¬ 
rope's debt problems. 

The Dow Jones industrial av¬ 
erage lost nearly 75 points. 
European markets also fell 
and the euro weakened 
against the dollar. Major 
indexes closed higher last 
week as Greece and Italy 
took steps toward getting 
their debt troubles under 
control. New governments 
are taking over in both 
countries, which are at the 
center of the crisis. 

But worrisome signs about 
Europe re-emerged Mon¬ 
day. The Italian govern¬ 
ment had to pay the high¬ 
est rate at an auction of 
five-year bonds since 1997. 
That’s a sign investors are 
still concerned about Italy’s 
ability to repay its debts. 
And Italy’s biggest bank. 
Unicredit, reported a $14.4 
billion loss. “The problems 
these countries are dealing 
with go well beyond their 
prime ministers,” said Dan 
Greenhaus, chief global 
strategist at the brokerage 
BTIG. “Italy didn’t get where 
it is in five minutes. And it’s 
not going to get out of 
where it is in five minutes. 
This is going to take months.” 
The Dow fell 74.70 points. 


or 0.6 percent, to close at 
12,078.98. Bank of America 
Corp. fell 2.6 percent and 
JPMorgan Chase & Co. 
fell 2.2 percent, the largest 
drops among the 30 large 
companies in the Dow. 


The Standard & Poor’s 500 
index fell 12.06 points, or 1 
percent, to 1,251.79. The 
Nasdaq composite index 
fell 21.53, or 0.8 percent, to 
2,657.22. Three stocks fell for 
every one that rose on the 
New York Stock Exchange. 
Volume was very light at 3 
billion shares. 

Stocks have risen since early 
October on encouraging 


signs of progress in con¬ 
taining Europe’s debt cri¬ 
sis, stronger U.S. corporate 
earnings and better news 
on the U.S. economy. The 
S&P 500 has soared 13.7 
percent since hitting its low 


(AP Photo/Lee Jin-man) 

for the year on Oct. 3. 

That surge has drawn big in¬ 
vestors back into the stock 
market and opened the 
door to a long line of com¬ 
panies waiting to go public. 
The flow of money from insti¬ 
tutions into U.S. stock funds 
hit $7.3 billion last week, the 
third largest tally this year, 
according to fund tracker 
EPFR Global.Q 


JUERGEN BAETZ 
Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — A monthlong 
battle for the future leader¬ 
ship of Deutsche Bank end¬ 
ed Monday with the lend¬ 
er’s announcement that 
CEO Josef Ackermann has 
withdrawn his candidacy 
to become chairman of its 
board of directors. 

Instead, that role will be 
filled by Paul Achleitner, 
German insurer Allianz 
SE’s chief financial officer, 
Deutsche Bank AG said. 
Next year, Ackermann will 
be replaced as Deutsche 
Bank’s CEO by co-CEOs 
Anshu Jain, the Indian- 
born head of its invest¬ 
ment bank division, and 
Juergen Fitschen, currently 
Deutsche Bank’s head of 
regional management. 
That personnel move, an¬ 
nounced after months of 
speculation in July, solves 


the succession question 
but has already raised oth¬ 
er issues, not least how Jain 
and Fitschen will divide 
their responsibilities. 

As previously announced, 
Ackermann, who also 
chairs the global banking 
lobby group Institute of In¬ 
ternational Finance, will 
step down from that role 
in May 2012 following the 
company’s shareholder 
meeting. 

At the same time, Allianz 
SE announced Monday 
that Achleitner will leave 
that company’s board of 
management at the end 
of May 2012. It was not im¬ 
mediately clear if Acker- 
mann’s decision regarding 
his future at Deutsche Bank 
had anything to do with an 
investigation of false testi¬ 
mony regarding him and 
two other Deutsche Bank 
officials. □ 



A currency trader works near the screen showing the Korea 
Composite Stock Price Index, center, and currency exchange 
rate, right, at the foreign exchange dealing room of the Korea 
Exchange Bank headquarters in Seoul, South Korea, Monday, 
Nov. 14, 2011. Asian stocks rose sharply Monday after Japan’s 
economy grew for the first time in four quarters and Europe 
moved closer to resolving a debt crisis that threatens to hurl the 
region into recession. 
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Berkshire buys 5 pet of IBM, takes other stakes 


JOSH FUNK 
AP Business Writer 
OMAHA, Nebraska (AP) — 

Warren Buffett said Man- 
day that his campany has 
spent $10.7 billian to buy 
more than 5 percent of 
IBM’s stock this year, a sur¬ 
prising move by the billion¬ 
aire investor who has long 
shied away from investing 
in high technology compa¬ 
nies. 

Berkshire Hathaway also re¬ 
vealed several other new 
investments mode during 
the turmoil of the third quar¬ 
ter. Besides the new IBM in¬ 
vestment, Berkshire added 
much smaller stakes in In¬ 
tel Corp., DirecTV, General 
Dynamics Corp. and CVS 
Caremark Corp. 

Most of the details emerged 
from the quarterly update 
Berkshire filed with regula¬ 
tors on its $59 billion U.S. 
stock portfolio. Monday’s 
filing doesn’t offer a full 
picture of Berkshire’s hold¬ 
ings, however, because the 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission allowed the 
Omaha-based company 


to keep some of its invest¬ 
ments confidential. 

Buffett has long refused to 
invest in high-tech compa¬ 
nies because he has said 
it’s too difficult to predict 
which technology business¬ 
es will prosper in the long 
run. But he said he recently 
realized his view of IBM was 
wrong based on what he 
read in the company’s an¬ 
nual reports and what he 
learned by talking to infor¬ 
mation-technology depart¬ 
ments at Berkshire subsidiar¬ 
ies. He said he should have 
realized years sooner that 
hardware is no longer the 
heart of IBM’s business. 
“Now they’re very much 
a services company, and 
they’re very intertwined 
with their customers," Buf¬ 
fett said. And he said IBM’s 
customers are reluctant 
to change once they start 
working with IBM. 

So Berkshire has bought 
about 64 million shares 
since March, or about 5.5 
percent of IBM. Buffett says 
he believes IBM has a sound 
plan for the future. 



Billionaire investor Warren Buffett speaks in Omaha, Neb., Mon¬ 
day, Nov. 14, 2011 at an event to raise money for the Girls Inc., 
charity organization. Buffett, Chairman and CEO of Berkshire 
Hathaway, said his company bought about $10.7 billion of IBM 
stock this year, giving him a stake of more than 5 percent stake 
in the technology company. 

(AP Photo/Nati Harnik) 


Andy Kilpatrick, the stock- 
broker-author of “Of Per¬ 
manent Value, the Story of 
Warren Buffett,” said it’s sur¬ 
prising to see Buffett invest 
in a high-tech company, 
but the investment appears 
to be an example of Buffett 
spotting something in plain 
sight that he had previously 
overlooked. 

“I don’t think it moves things 
very far from what he’s al¬ 
ways done,” Kilpatrick said. 
IBM joins several other 
American business icons in 
Berkshire’s stock portfolio. 
Buffett’s company already 
holds stakes in Coca-Cola 
Co., American Express Co., 
Wells Fargo & Co., among 
others. IBM officials de¬ 
clined to comment Mon¬ 
day on Buffett’s investment. 
International Business 
Machines Corp., which 
marked its 100-year anni¬ 
versary in June, has proven 
resilient even in a down¬ 
turn because of hard deci¬ 
sions it made in the 1990s, 
when it tapped an out¬ 
sider as CEO to help with a 
turnaround. □ 


Canada steps up US pipeline lobbying efforts 
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Canada has stepped up its lobbying after the Obama adminis¬ 
tration delayed a decision on an oil pipeline critical to the coun¬ 
try’s economic future. 


ROB GILLIES 
Associated Press 
TORONTO (AP) — Canada 
has stepped up its lobbying 
after the Obama adminis¬ 
tration delayed a decision 
on an oil pipeline critical to 
the country’s economic fu¬ 
ture. 

Canada’s prime minister 
said he made it clear in a 
weekend meeting with U.S. 
President Barack Obama 
that Canada will step up 
its efforts to sell oil to Asia 
since the Obama adminis¬ 
tration delayed a decision 


on the proposed Keystone 
XL pipeline. 

Meanwhile, Alberta Premier 
Alison Redford, the leader 
of the Canadian province 
that has the world’s third- 
largest reserves of oil, visit¬ 
ed Washington on Monday 
and said she’ll meet with 
U.S. Speaker of the House 
John Boehner and other 
officials to discuss the pipe¬ 
line’s future. 

Last week, the U.S. State 
Department ordered that 
the pipeline be rerouted 
and subject to further envi¬ 


ronmental review, delaying 
a decision until 2013. 
Canadian Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper, who met 
Obama on the sidelines of 
the APEC summit, said Can¬ 
ada will continue to push 
the U.S. to approve Trans- 
Canada’s $7 billion Key¬ 
stone XL project to the U.S. 
Gulf Coast. 

The pipeline is critical to 
Canada which must have 
pipelines in place to export 
its growing oil sands pro¬ 
duction from northern Al¬ 
berta, which has more than 
170 billion barrels of proven 
reserves. Daily production 
of 1.5 million barrels from 
the oil sands is expected 
to increase to 3.7 million 
in 2025. Only Saudi Arabia 
and Venezuela have more 
reserves. 

The Obama administra¬ 
tion’s announcement to 
put off a decision went over 
badly in Canada where it 
is being viewed as a signal 
that the country must di¬ 
versify its oil exports away 
from the United States and 
toward Asia. 


Canada relies on the U.S. for 
97 percent of Canada’s en¬ 
ergy exports and the Harp¬ 
er government has said it 
is a strategic objective of 
the country to diversify its 
customer base. Harper said 
Obama told him the U.S. is 
continuing to examine the 
Keystone XL decision and 
that his government has not 
taken a final decision. The 
State Department wants 
the pipeline to avoid envi¬ 
ronmentally sensitive areas 
of Nebraska. 

“This highlights why Can¬ 
ada must increase its ef¬ 
forts to ensure it can supply 
its energy outside the U.S. 
and into Asia in particular,” 
Harper said. “Canada will 
step up its efforts in that re¬ 
gard and I communicated 
that clearly to the presi¬ 
dent.” 

Harper said he emphasized 
the pipeline would mean 
economic growth on both 
sides of the border. The 
prime minister previously 
characterized Obama’s 
approval of the project as 
a “no-brainer” but at least 


one oil analyst said the proj¬ 
ect now only has a 50 per¬ 
cent chance of being ap¬ 
proved. 

TransCanada wants to 
build the pipeline to carry 
crude oil extracted from 
the oil sands in Alberta to 
the refinery hubs in Texas. 
The pipeline would carry an 
estimated 700,000 barrels of 
oil a day, doubling the ca¬ 
pacity of an existing pipe¬ 
line from Canada. 
TransCanada and its sup¬ 
porters have said the proj¬ 
ect would create U.S. con¬ 
struction jobs, help lower 
gas prices and reduce de¬ 
pendence on Middle East 
oil. Opponents say it would 
bring “dirty oil” that requires 
huge amounts of energy to 
extract and could cause 
an ecological disaster in 
case of a spill. 

The heavily contested proj¬ 
ect became a political 
trap for Obama, who risked 
angering environmental 
supporters — and losing re- 
election contributions from 
some liberal donors — if he 
approved it. □ 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ i i /15 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Unites 

6 Pierce 

10 Coffee 

14 Wading bird 

15 North 
Santa’s home 

16 Elderly 

17 Franciscan, for 
one 

18 Infuriate 

19 Bookish fellow 

20 Jubilee 

22 Sudden sharp 
pain 

24 Correct a text 

25 Noise of dishes 
being stacked 
hastily 

26 Autographer 

29 San CA 

30 Been 
Working on the 
Railroad” 

31 Take an oath 

33 Burst forth 

37 Powder 

39 Hollandaise or 
Bearnaise 

41 Betelgeuseor 
Polaris 

42 Follow 

44 Obstacles 

46 Greek letter 

47 Angelic 

49 Shiny 

51 Housecoats 

54 Wild hog 

55 Additional 
performance 

56 Most ornate 

60 Abel’s father 

61 Black card 

63 Cuddly looking 
marsupial 

64 Attract; draw 

65 Square piece 
of flooring 

66 Singer/pianist 
_John 

67 Prophet 

68 Peddle 

69 Robins’ homes 

DOWN 

1 NASCAR’s_ 
Gordon 

2 Meanie 


3 Fleur-de-lis 

4 Make tidy 

5 Long steps 

6 Jack of nursery 
rhyme fame 

7 Work hard 

8 Everyone 

9 VW bug 

10 Maintenance 
men 

11 Representative 

12 Brink 

13 Venomous 
snake 

21 Opinions 
23 Salary 

25 About 

26 Location 

27 _ the Terrible 

28 Becomes firm 

29 Intimidate 
32 Relaxes 

34 University of 
Utah athletes 

35 Boone & Sajak 

36 Cafeteria 
patron’s item 

38 Client 
40 Incite 


43 Water jug 
45 Make less taut 
48 Builds 

50 Bright-colored 
songbird 

51 Passes out 
cards 

52 Inappropriate 

53 Frighten 


54 Biblical tower 

56 Opposite of 
empty 

57 Dines 

58 _ machine; 
casino 
attraction 

59 Sunbathes 
62 Fib 


©2011 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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For annoyed neighbors, the beats drag on 


CARA BUCKLEY 
© 2011 New York Times 
NEW YORK - It was well after 
midnight when Kyle Brooks 
was jolted awoke by on un¬ 
godly banging. 

Brooks, who lives a block 
from Zuccotti Park, where 
the Occupy Wall Street pro¬ 
tests are based, groaned; 
the pounding had become 
a persistent irritant - with no 
sign of letting up until win¬ 
ter’s end. 

Outside, below his windows, 
the perpetrators carried on 
without pause, jack-ham¬ 
mering through concrete 
and rock at the World Trade 
Center site. 

“Occupy Wall Street is con¬ 
trollable; the construction is 
not,” said Brooks, an archi¬ 
tect who has lived in a loft 
for 20 years. “The problem 
is you can't get any sleep.” 
As the Occupy Wall Street 
protest nears its third 
month. Lower Manhattan 
residents who live nearby 
have alternately grown 
more accustomed to it or 
increasingly aggrieved. 
Foremost among com¬ 
plaints are the protesters’ 
daily drumming sessions, 
which, some neighbors say, 
jangle nerves, scare young 
children, disrupt homework 
and make working at home 
impossible. 

But other residents said the 
protesters’ drumming paled 
alongside the near-con¬ 
stant din of construction 
emanating from the World 
Trade Center site, which 
has often started before 
dawn and gone on past 2 
a.m. 

City figures help tell the 
tale of the neighborhood’s 
plight, and show that con¬ 
struction seemed to be the 
greater nuisance. Within a 
quarter-mile radius of Zuc¬ 
cotti Park, more than 300 
noise-related complaints 
have been logged by the 
city’s 311 line from Sept. 
17, when the encampment 
began, to Nov. 9. Of those, 
115 were about loud talk¬ 
ing or music, and 175 were 
about jackhammers and 
construction in the early 
and late hours. 

The exasperation extends 
beyond residents. In Au¬ 
gust, the Millennium Hilton 
filed an $8 million lawsuit 
against the Port Authority of 
New York and New Jersey, 


which owns the site, and 
Silverstein Properties, which 
is building towers there. The 
suit charges that the defen¬ 
dants failed to make good 
on promises to mitigate the 
noise and worked very ear¬ 
ly and late hours, causing 
guests to flee. 

As for the drumming, many 


miniums. Abutting it is the 
building where Brooks lives, 
and which overlooks the 
site where the heavily dam¬ 
aged Deutsche Bank build¬ 
ing once stood. Roughly 
half of its units are rent sta¬ 
bilized, and many residents 
are sympathetic to the pro¬ 
testers’ cause. 



Occupy Wall Street protesters ploy instruments at the camp 
where an agreement limits drumming to twice a day, from 
noon to 2 p.m., and 4 to 6 p.m., in New York, Nov. 10, 2011. 
Some residents said protesters’ drumming is o problem, 
but others said it paled alongside the near constant din of 
construction coming from the World Trade Center site, which 
has often started before down and gone on post 2 o.m. 

(Ozier AAuhommod/The New York Times) 


of the individual complaints 
come from a tall build¬ 
ing that overlooks the park 
and contains sprawling, 
multimillion-dollar condo- 


One resident, Mark Scher- 
zer, said the protesters had 
been a better neighbor 
than the Port Authority. And 
Brooks said he relished the 
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protesters’ spirit. “I hope 
that when the Port Author¬ 
ity is quiet, their noise is still 
going on,” he said. 

Both men said they were 
sympathetic to the need to 
rebuild ground zero, just re¬ 
sentful of the long hours. 
(The noisiest phase of con¬ 
struction - drilling into the 
bedrock - is expected to 
end in the spring. Until then, 
the agency agreed to cur¬ 
tail the bone-rattling exca¬ 
vation process at 11 p.m. 
The agency also agreed 
to pay for soundproofing 
for nearby residences’ win¬ 
dows.) 

But Steven Abramson, a 
marketing consultant who 
lives in a building over¬ 
looking Zuccotti Park, said 
the years of construction 
in the neighborhood were 
burdensome enough; the 
noise from Occupy Wall 
Street was like salt on a 
wound. 

“It has been really horren¬ 
dous,” Abramson said. “For 
the last six or seven years 
we’ve been living with an 
intense amount of con¬ 
struction noise. When you 
add this noise coming on 
top of that, it makes for a 
very difficult situation.”□ 
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Mountains limited spread of fallout from Fukushima 
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A deserted field and buildings 
inside the contaminated 
exclusion zone around the 
crippled Fukushima Dai-ichi 
nuclear power station are 
seen through o bus window 
near Okumo, Japan Saturday, 
Nov. 12, 2011. 

Associated Press 


MALCOLM RIHER 
AP Science Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — A map 

of radioactive contamina¬ 
tion across Japan from the 
Fukushima power plant di¬ 
saster confirms high levels 
in eastern and northeast¬ 
ern areas but finds much 
lower levels in the western 
port of the country, thanks 
to mountain ranges, re¬ 
searchers say 
The mountains sheltered 
northwestern and western 
ports of Japan as radioac¬ 
tive cesium-137 emerged 
from the power plant and 
blew downwind, the sci¬ 
entists said. 


Cesium-137 is just one of 
the radioactive materi¬ 
als that came out of the 
plant, but researchers fo¬ 
cused on that because 
it’s particularly worrisome. 
It lasts for decades in soils, 
emitting radiation and 
potentially contaminating 
crops and other agricul¬ 
tural products. 

The research, published 
online Monday by the Pro¬ 
ceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences, 
shows estimated levels of 
contamination. It did not 
investigate implications 
for health. 

The researchers, from Ja¬ 
pan, Norway and the 
United States, said the lev¬ 
els they estimated would 
severely restrict food pro¬ 
duction in eastern Fukushi¬ 
ma Prefecture and hinder 
agriculture in neighboring 
provinces. 

That outcome is already 
recognized in Japan, 
where regulators monitor 
food products from those 


areas for contamination 
before they are cleared 
for shipment. 

The Fukushima Dai-ichi 
plant, 140 miles north¬ 
east of Tokyo, was heav¬ 
ily damaged in March 
when it was swamped by 
a tsunami triggered by an 
earthquake. 

A second report, from a 
separate group of Japa¬ 
nese scientists, investigat¬ 
ed levels of radioactive 
cesium, iodine and telluri¬ 
um on the surface in east- 
central Japan. Such ma¬ 
terials are airborne after 
a nuclear accident and 
fall to the ground when it 
rains. 

While the power plant inci¬ 
dent began on March 11, 
the study linked ground 
contamination in the Fu¬ 
kushima prefecture to 
a March 15 rainfall, and 
contamination in Tokyo 
and some other areas to 
a March 21 rain. 

Soil contamination in To¬ 
kyo has already made of¬ 
ficials ban shipment of tea 
leaves grown there, and 
some elementary schools 
in Tokyo and nearby have 
taken decontamination 
steps like removing topsoil. 
In addition, there is grow¬ 
ing concern about radio¬ 
active “hotspots" found in 
Tokyo and elsewhere out¬ 
side Fukushima. 

The Japanese govern¬ 
ment has taken responsibil¬ 
ity for decontamination.Q 
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In this Nov. 12, 2011 photo provided by Marine Corps Base 
Quantico Pubiic Affairs, Cpi. Keisey De Santis and her date Justin 
Timberiake appiaud guest speaker retired Sgt. Maj. Raiph Larsen 
at the Instructor Battalion Marine Corps Baii in Richmond, Va. The 
Corps ceiebrated their 236th birthday on Nov. 10. 

Associated Press 

Justin Timberiake attends 
U.S. Marine Corps Ball 

RICHMOND, Virginia (AP) — Justin Timberiake followed 
through on o promise to take a marine to her unit’s an¬ 
nual boll. 

The singer and actor posted a photo along with o letter 
on his website Sunday that the Marine Corps Boll in Rich¬ 
mond, Virginia, was “one of the most moving evenings 
I’ve ever hod.” 

CpI. Kelsey De Santis hod invited Timberiake through o 
YouTube video to Saturday night’s event and Timberiake 
accepted. WTVR-TV (http://bit.ly/uD4sKV) reports Timber- 
lake wore o tuxedo to the boll at the Greater Richmond 
Convention Center. 

Timberloke’s “Friends With Benefits" co-star, Milo Kunis, 
earlier this year accepted o similar invitation to o Marine 
Corps Boll in North Corolino.Q 


Chelsea Clinton Is hired 
by NBC Nightly News 


DAVID BAUDER 
AP Television Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Chelsea 
Clinton began work at NBC 
News on Monday, the sec¬ 
ond daughter of a former 
president at the network. 
NBC said it hod hired the 
31-year-old Clinton to 
work on projects for “NBC 
Nightly News” and Brian 
Williams’ newsmagazine, 
“Rock Center." She will 
report stories for the feel¬ 
good “Making o Differ¬ 
ence” series. 

The only child of former 
President Bill Clinton and 
Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton is pursu¬ 
ing o doctorate at Oxford 
and working for the Clinton 
Foundation and Clinton 
Global Initiative. 

NBC said Chelsea Clinton 
wasn’t available for an in¬ 
terview, but issued o state¬ 
ment: “People who imag¬ 
ine and implement solu¬ 
tions to challenges in their 
own lives, in their commu¬ 
nities, in our country and 
in our world hove always 
inspired me.” 

Recent “Making o Differ¬ 
ence” stories highlighted 
o 7-year-old boy raising 



Chelsea Clinton attends am- 
tAR’s annual New York Gala 
at Cipriani Wall Street in New 
York. Clinton is going to work 
tor NBC News. 

Associated Press 

money for a friend with 
cancer by racing go-karts, 
o marathon runner raising 
money for his mother who 
suffers from Parkinson’s 
disease and rock star Bon 
Jovi opening o restaurant 
where people who cannot 
pay for meals con do vol¬ 
unteer work to earn food. 
Besides Clinton and Hag¬ 
er, NBC News also has just 
hired Meghan McCain, au¬ 
thor of “Dirty Sexy Politics” 
and daughter of 2008 Re¬ 
publican presidential can¬ 
didate John McCain. She 


will be on analyst for MS¬ 
NBC. 

NBC News President Steve 
Copus was not available 
for on interview, the net¬ 
work said Monday. He told 
The New York Times that he 
was approached this sum¬ 
mer through an intermedi¬ 
ary about Chelsea Clin¬ 
ton and asked her in for o 
meeting. 

“Given her vast experienc¬ 
es, it’s os though Chelsea 
has been preparing for this 
opportunity her entire adult 
life,” Copus said in o state¬ 
ment Monday. 

Star power can be attrac¬ 
tive to o news network, al¬ 
though it has pitfalls. ABC 
News was criticized a de¬ 
cade ago for airing an in¬ 
terview with President Bill 
Clinton conducted by ac¬ 
tor Leonardo DiCoprio. NBC 
notes that Chelsea Clinton 
will be reporting features, 
not breaking news, for the 
network. 

The hiring also raises the 
question of whether that 
may give NBC News an 
edge in getting future sto¬ 
ries involving her parents, or 
at least the appearance of 
one. □ 


Amazon: Actress lawsuit over age revelation bogus 


By GENE JOHNSON 
Associated Press 
SEAHLE (AP) — Frivolous 
and selfish is how lawyers 
for Amazon.com describe 
a lowsuif brought by on 
actress upset that her age 

— 40 — was revealed on 
an Internet database. 

The company, along with 
its Internet Movie Data¬ 
base, asked a U.S. judge 
last week to dismiss the 
million-dollar complaint 
brought by the woman, 
who identified herself only 
as Jane Doe, a Texas resi¬ 
dent of Asian descent. 

The woman claimed that 
soon after she signed up 
for a subscripfion service 
called IMDb Pro, her birth- 
date appeared on her 
profile on fhe dafabase 

— and her offers for roles 
dropped sharply. She al¬ 
leged thaf Amazon and 
IMDb had used her credif 


card information to glean 
her birthdate, which she 
had always tried to keep 
a secret. 

The case prompted dis¬ 
cussions about ageism in 
Hollywood — as well as 
rampant online specula¬ 
tion about who the ac¬ 
tress might be. 

But in its two motions to 
dismiss the case, Ama¬ 
zon and IMDb argued 
that it’s about something 
else: “the perpetration of 
fraud.” 

“Plaintiff’s affempf fo ma- 
nipulafe the federal courf 
sysfem so she can censor 
IMDb.corn’s display of her 
birthdafe and prefend to 
the world that she is not 40 
years old is selfish, contrary 
to the public interest and 
a frivolous abuse of this 
court's resources,” they 
wrote. 

Her failure fo identify her¬ 


self in fhe complainf wifh- 
ouf first seeking the court's 
permission violated court 
rules, they said, and al¬ 
though they believe they 
know who she is, they’re 
not sure. Furthermore, 
they argued, when cus¬ 
tomers subscribe to IMDb 
Pro, they agree to a pri¬ 
vacy policy which makes 
clear that the database 
can keep and use certain 
personal information. 
"Even if IMDb.com used 
plainfiff's name, address 
or zip code from her credit 
card subscription to lo¬ 
cate her birthdate, such 
use is consistent with the 
subscriber agreement 
and privacy policy,” they 
wrote. 

The actress claimed that 
she had always been 
careful about keeping her 
given name and birthdate 
confidential. As an un¬ 


known, she used an Amer¬ 
icanized stage name in 
2003 when she first listed 
herself on imdb.com, a lisf- 
ing which she said brought 
her several jobs, and her 
real name was not pub¬ 
licly known, she said. 

“If one is perceived fo 
be ‘over-fhe-hill,’ i.e., ap¬ 
proaching 40, if is nearly 
impossible for an up-and- 
coming actress, such as 
the plaintiff, to get work as 
she is thought to have less 
of an ‘upside,’” her claim 
said. 

She argued fhaf she never 
consenfed fo having the 
personal information she 
provided used for any- 
fhing but the commercial 
transaction. IMDb refused 
fo remove the reference 
fo the woman’s age from 
her profile when asked, 
fhe lawsuit said. 

IMDb agreed that it had 


refused fo remove her 
birfhdate — and noted in 
asking the judge to dismiss 
the case that the actress 
had also requested that 
the company falsify her 
age on fhe websife. 

The acfress is seeking $1 
million or more in puni¬ 
tive damages as well as 
$75,000 or more in com¬ 
pensatory damages. She 
accuses Amazon and 
IMDb of breach of con¬ 
tract, fraud and violation 
of privacy and consumer 
profection laws.Q 
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Giffords praises husband as 
brave in TV interview 



U.S. actress Meryl Streep attends a photocall for ‘The Iron Lady’ 
poster unveiling at a central London venue, Monday, Nov. 14, 


Meryl Streep unveils 
poster for ‘Iron Lady’ 


KEVIN FREKING 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Con¬ 
gresswoman Gobrielle Gif¬ 
fords, in her firsf public infer- 
view since she was shof in 
fhe head in Arizona during 
an attempted assassina¬ 
tion last winter, doted on 
her husband, former astro¬ 
naut Mark Kelly, and called 
him “brave, brave, brave” 
as she kissed his bald head. 
Giffords appears on ABC’s 
“20/20” show Monday 
night. It’s her first extended 
interview since the Janu¬ 
ary rampage that killed six 
people and wounded 13. 

A segment that aired on 
“Good Morning America” 
shows a thin Giffords with 
a broad grin as she talks 
about Kelly. Her husband 
replied that the word 
“brave” was the same 
one that came to his mind 
when he thinks of her — 
“brave and tough,” he 
said. Then Giffords, looking 
directly at Kelly, responds 
almost in a whisper: “Tough, 
tough, tough.” 

It wasn’t clear from the clip 
beyond those few words 
just how fully recovered Gif¬ 
fords is 10 months after the 
shooting. Interviewer Diane 
Sawyer recounted how Gif¬ 
fords would discuss her ca¬ 
reer plans and her recov¬ 
ery, and the segment in¬ 
cluded some video of Gif¬ 
fords’ progress, from being 
unable to speak at all, to 
the point where she was 
ready to give a television 
interview.At one point, Gif¬ 
fords breaks down sobbing 
while having difficulty re¬ 
learning to speak and she 
and her therapist hug. In 
another clip, she sings into 
a microphone as part of 
her speech therapy. And in 
another she walks holding 
hands with her husband. 
The television interview 
comes as fellow victims 
of the shooting came to 
Washington to testify in fa¬ 
vor of a gun-control bill. 
They said that the Demo¬ 
crat’s appearance rep¬ 
resents a major milestone 
for them as it helps them 
cope with the trauma 
they’ve endured over the 



Above: This file image pro¬ 
vided by Scribner shows the 
cover of the joint memoir of 
Rep. Gabrielle Giffords and 
her husband, retired astronaut 
Mark Kelly, titled “Gabby: A 
Story of Courage and Hope.” 
The book, written with “The 
Last Lecture” co-author Jef¬ 
frey Zaslow, is coming out on 
Nov. 15. Below: In this May 17, 
2011 file photo, U.S. Rep. Ga¬ 
brielle Giffords is seen at TIRR 
Memorial Hermann Hospital in 
Houston. 

Associated Press 

past 10 months. About a 
dozen survivors and family 
members are in Washing¬ 
ton lobbying for legislation 
that would extend criminal 
background checks to all 


gun sales and enhance the 
quality of the FBI’s criminal 
background checks. 

The shooting reopened a 
national debate over gun 
use and ownership. The 
right to bear arms is guar¬ 
anteed by the U.S. Con¬ 
stitution, alongside such 
basic rights as freedom 
of speech and of religion. 
State laws on gun control 
vary widely. 

Proponents of gun control 
argue that the states with 
more guns have higher 
death rates. But some 
Americans are undeterred 
and blame incidents on 
such social ills as broken 
families or a culture of vio¬ 
lence, or just bad luck. 

The story of the recover¬ 
ing congresswoman and 
her astronaut husband has 
riveted people in the U.S., 
and their memoir, titled 
“Gabby: A Story of Cour¬ 
age and Hope,” is set for 
release Nov. 15. “I will get 
stronger. I will return,” Gif¬ 
fords writes. She contin¬ 
ues to work on relearning 
how to walk and talk. She 
stunned colleagues by ap¬ 
pearing on the floor of the 
House of Representatives 
on Aug. 1 to vote fora debt 
ceiling deal that had led to 
fierce debate among col¬ 
leagues. Otherwise, she 
has largely avoided the 
public eye, spending most 
of her time at a rehabilita¬ 
tion center in Texas. □ 


LONDON (AP) — Mer¬ 
yl Streep is becoming a fa¬ 
miliar face in London’s gov¬ 
ernment district — the face 
of Margaret Thatcher. 

The Academy Award win¬ 
ning actress plays Britain’s 
first female prime minister 
in the soon-to-be released 
“The Iron Lady.” 

She bears an uncanny re¬ 
semblance to the Con¬ 
servative politician on the 
poster, unveiled Monday 
with the Big Ben clock tow¬ 
er as a backdrop. 

Earlier this year Streep vis¬ 
ited Parliament to research 
the role of Thatcher, who 
governed Britain from 1979 
to 1990 with pro-free mar¬ 
ket zeal. 

Thatcher’s family has ex¬ 
pressed fears the film will be 
critical, but director Phyl- 
lida Lloyd said the script by 


Abi Morgan (“Sex Traffic,” 
"Brick Lane”) is not ideo¬ 
logical. 

Lloyd said that “when they 
see Meryl’s performance 
they will understand how 
much care and attention 
to Lady Thatcher’s dignity 
she’s given it.” 

“I think Margaret Thatch¬ 
er was a superstar in this 
country and I think we all 
felt we needed a superstar 
to play her, somebody of 
huge intelligence, passion 
and power and warmth,” 
said Lloyd, 

who directed Streep in the 
Abba musical “Mamma 
Mia” 

Streep, 62, wouldn’t com¬ 
ment when asked what 
it had been like to ploy 
Thatcher, saying audienc¬ 
es would have to “wait until 
January” to find out.Q 


‘The Limit’ revisits a great auto racing rivalry 


By DOUGLASS K. DANIEL 
Associated Press 

“The Limit: Life and Death 
on the 1961 Grand Prix Cir¬ 
cuit” (Twelve), by Michael 
Connell: A testosterone- 
fueled nonfiction book 
about auto racing in its 
bloody golden age, “The 
Limit” provides the drama 
and nostalgia of “Seabis- 
cuit” and the body count 
of “Gladiator.” Its riveting, 
guy-centric story places 
readers behind the wheel 
os two vastly different driv¬ 
ers compete for Formula 1 
glory. 

Pulling a dramatic nar¬ 
rative from auto racing 


is tougher than it might 
seem. Hollywood’s efforts, 
for example, often sputter 
and come up short. In spite 
of stunning photography, 
“Grand Prix” (1966) tends to 
throttle down with the off¬ 
track action, particularly 
its strained love stories. “Le 
Mans” (1971) fails to find a 
strong dramatic center to 
complement its documen¬ 
tarylike approach. 

“The Limit” avoids such 
hazards. With vivid and 
straight-on writing, jour¬ 
nalist and author Michael 
Connell explores the fric¬ 
tion between drivers and 
owners, drivers and drivers. 


and drivers and their own 
psyches. 

The lead-up to the book’s 
focal point, the 1961 Grand 
Prix title, is a compelling his¬ 
tory of the era and its fas¬ 
cinating characters. Along 
the way Connell explains 
just enough about engines 
and other mechanical 
matters to set the stage. 
Due to safety initiatives and 
other changes, racing isn’t 
the deadly pursuit it once 
was. When the sport kicked 
back into high gear after 
World War II, death was 
common. 

In the 1953 running of the 
1,933-mile Carrera Pana- 


mericana, stretching from 
one end of Mexico to the 
other, 11 competitors died 
— as did six spectators who 
got too close to the over- 
the-road action. 

It did not speak well of auto 
racing when, in 1955, a 
crash at Le Mans killed one 
driver and 83 spectators 
but didn’t end the season 
or the event. 

Into this gladiatorlike world 
come the stars of “The Lim¬ 
it”: a quiet Southern Cali¬ 
fornia gearhead-turned- 
driver, Phil Hill, and a high- 
spirited German aristo¬ 
crat, Count Wolfgang von 
Trips.Q 
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One brothel raid at a time I 



Vouchers for veterans, and other bad ideas 



NICHOLAS D. KRISTOF 
© 2011 New York Times 


ANLONG VENG, Cambodia - 

Against my better judgment, 

I found myself the other day 
charging into a well-armed 
brothel in a police raid. But I 
was comforted to be with one 
of my heroes, Somoly Mom. 
Somoly dedicates her life to 
battling forced prostitution, 
for she was sold os o child 
to o Cambodian brothel. 
After enduring torture and 
ropes, Somoly escaped and 
reinvented herself os on onti- 
trofficking activist. 

It’s partly because of grass¬ 
roots activists like Somoly, 
both in the United States and 
abroad, that human trafficking 
is increasingly recognized 
os o central human rights 
challenge. A U.N. agency 
estimates that more than 12 
million people are engaged 
in forced labor, including 
sexual servitude. Another U.N. 
report has estimated that in 
Asia alone, “1 million children 
are involved in the sex trade 
under conditions that are 
indistinguishable from slavery.” 
In the abstract, the 21st- 
century abolitionist movement 
sounds uplifting and even 
glamorous. But riding beside 
Somoly in her car toward a 
brothel bristling with AK-47 
assault rifles, it was scary. 

This town of Aniong Veng is 
in northern Cambodia near 
the Thai border, with a large 
military presence; it feels like 
something out of the Wild 
West. Somoly, whose efforts 
are financed mostly through 
American supporters of her 
Somoly Mam Foundation, had 
sneaked into this brothel and 
surreptitiously photographed 
very young girls. With the 
photographs, she convinced 
Cambodia’s anti-trafficking 
police to mount the raid. 

It didn’t help my nerves that 
Somoly, whom I’ve known 
for years, is fearless. Brothel 
owners have fought back 
ferociously against Somoly: 
They’ve sent death threats, 
held a gun to her head and 
shot up her car. ‘‘We all know 
that our lives are in danger,” 
she says, a little too cavalierly. 
‘‘I’ve never been so happy in 
my life. They can kill me now.” 
When Somoly refused to back 


off, she said the traffickers 
kidnapped her 14-year-old 
daughter and gang-raped 
the girl with a video camera 
rolling. The daughter was 
recovered in a brothel, and 
Somoly blames herself. It’s 
a credit to the courage of 
mother and daughter that 
they remain steadfast, upbeat 
and close, and determined 
to make a difference. These 
days, Somoly is very careful 
with that daughter and her 
other children. 

The three unmarked police 
cars ahead of us pulled up 
in front of the brothel, and 
the police and prosecutor 
ran in. Somoly and I followed 
and watched as police with 
assault rifles confiscated 
cellphones from the brothel 
manager, a middle-aged 
woman, and her male partner, 
so that they couldn’t call for 
reinforcements. 

We quickly found five girls 
and one young woman, 
three Cambodians and three 
Vietnamese. The youngest 
turned out to be a seventh- 
grader trafficked from 
Vietnam three months earlier, 
making her about 12 years 
old. The anti-trafficking police 
found 10 rooms equipped with 
beds and full of discarded 
condoms in the trash; the 
rooms all locked with padlocks 
from the outside, presumably 
to incarcerate girls inside. 
Several other young girls 
Somoly had photographed 
in her earlier visit couldn’t be 
found, despite a frantic search 
of all the locked rooms. 
‘‘They’re probably kept at 
another house in town, but we 
don’t know where it is,” Somoly 
said. Soon the mood turned 
ugly. The brothel-owning 
family had strong military 
connections, and the man 
was wearing the uniform of a 
senior military officer. Someone 
inside the brothel must have 
called in reinforcements, and 
seven armed soldiers soon 
arrived to order the police 
and prosecutor to release the 
military officer. The prosecutor 
responded with courage and 
integrity. He declared that the 
military officer would have to 
be taken to the police station. 
‘‘If you want to stop me, you 
can shoot me if you dare,” he 
told the soldiers. The soldiers 
backed down, but, in the 
end, the army officer was 
not charged. The woman, 
who had more day-to-day 
involvement in managing 
the girls, is expected to be 
prosecuted, and the brothel 
presumably will now be out 
of operation. The girls were 
placed in a shelter run by 
Somoly, and they are receiving 
plenty of love from other girls 
previously extricated from 
sexual slavery.Q 



PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2011 New York Times 


U.S. health care is remark¬ 
ably diverse. In terms of 
how care is paid for and 
delivered, many of us ef¬ 
fectively live in Canada, 
some live in Switzerland, 
some live in Britain, and 
some live in the unregu¬ 
lated market of conserva¬ 
tive dreams. One result of 
this diversity is that we have 
plenty of home-grown evi¬ 
dence about what works 
and what doesn’t. 
Naturally, then, politicians 

- Republicans in particular 

- are determined to scrap 
what works and promote 
what doesn’t. And that 
brings me to Mitt Romney’s 
latest really bad idea, un¬ 
veiled on Veterans Day: to 
partially privatize the Veter¬ 
ans Health Administration. 
What Romney and ev¬ 
eryone else should know 
is that the VHA is a huge 
policy success story, which 
offers important lessons for 
future health reform. 

Many people still have an 
image of veterans’ health 
care based on the ter¬ 
rible state of the system 


two decades ago. Under 
the Clinton administration, 
however, the VHA was 
overhauled, and achieved 
a remarkable combination 
of rising quality and suc¬ 
cessful cost control. Multi¬ 
ple surveys have found the 
VHA providing better care 
than most Americans re¬ 
ceive, even as the agency 
has held cost increases well 
below those facing Medi¬ 
care and private insurers. 
Furthermore, the VHA has 
led the way in cost-saving 
innovation, especially the 
use of electronic medical 
records. What’s behind this 
success? Crucially, the VHA 
is an integrated system, 
which provides health care 
as well as paying for it. So 
it’s free from the perverse 
incentives created when 
doctors and hospitals profit 
from expensive tests and 
procedures, whether or not 
those procedures actually 
make medical sense. And 
because VHA patients ore 
in it for the long term, the 
agency has a stronger in¬ 
centive to invest in preven¬ 
tion than private insurers, 
many of whose customers 
move on after a few years. 
And yes, this is “social¬ 
ized medicine” - although 
some private systems, like 
Kaiser Permanente, share 
many of the VHA’s virtues. 
But it works - and suggests 
what it will take to solve the 
troubles of U.S. health care 
more broadly. 


Yet Romney believes that 
giving veterans vouchers to 
spend on private insurance 
would somehow yield bet¬ 
ter results. Why? 

Well, Republicans have a 
thing about vouchers. Ear¬ 
lier this year Rep. Paul Ryan 
famously introduced a plan 
to convert Medicare into a 
voucher system; Romney’s 
Medicare proposal follows 
similar lines. The claim, al¬ 
ways, is the one Romney 
made last week, that “pri¬ 
vate sector competition” 
would lower costs. 

But we have a lot of evi¬ 
dence about how pri¬ 
vate-sector competition 
in health insurance works, 
and it’s not favorable. The 
individual insurance mar¬ 
ket, which comes closest 
to the conservative ideal of 
free competition, has huge 
administrative costs and 
has no demonstrated abil¬ 
ity to reduce other costs. 
Medicare Advantage, 
which allows Medicare 
beneficiaries to buy private 
insurance instead of hav¬ 
ing Medicare pay bills di¬ 
rectly, has consistently had 
higher costs than the tra¬ 
ditional program. And the 
international evidence ac¬ 
cords with U.S. experience. 
The most efficient health 
core systems ore integrat¬ 
ed systems like the VHA; 
next best are single-payer 
systems like Medicare; the 
more privatized the system, 
the worse it performs.^ 
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The high point was when I 
got to bomb Mars. 

In science fiction, wars be¬ 
tween the Earth and her in¬ 
terplanetary colonies are a 
staple of the far fufure, but 
this was not that. Before we 
go to war with Mars, there 
has to be somebody liv¬ 
ing there to fight. Toward 
the end ot the exhibition 
“Beyond Planet Earth: The 
Future ot Space Explora¬ 
tion,” which opens at the 
American Museum of Nat¬ 
ural History on Saturday, a 
visitor is confronted with a 
chance to help make the 
red planet, currently a fro¬ 
zen desert, livable. 

Using an interactive screen 
the size and shape ot a 
Ping-Pong table, you can 
play God and direct the 
future evolution of Mars. 
The first task is to thicken 
its atmosphere and warm 
it up by liberating carbon 
dioxide, a greenhouse gas, 
from its frozen soil and ice 
caps. You can bomb the 
planet - although, to my 
disappointment, you can't 
aim the bombs - or you 
can spray black dust on 
the ice caps to make them 
absorb sunlight and melt 
faster. Both of fhese made 
me feel like a delighffully 
naughty 6-year-old boy. 
You can even build facto¬ 
ries with tall smokestacks 
billowing exhaust. “I'm pol¬ 
luting Mars," I exclaimed, 
eliciting sage chuckles from 
the museum staff members 
nearby. Atter all, we've 
been practicing that tor 
500 years on Earth. 

The idea of the space pro¬ 
gram as a museum show 
seemed wildly and gloom¬ 
ily appropriate when I first 
heard about it. We think 
of museums as being for 
old dead things, and the 
space program, at least the 
U.S. space program, seems 
ready tor its own diorama 
as the space shuttle shuts 
down, the moon landings 
recede into ancient history, 
and space science is slowly 
dismantled by a prairie fire 
of budget cutting and wild 
cost overruns in the few 
programs fhaf are left. 
Luckily we don't have to 
relive that. The idea ot the 
exhibition is to look torward 


50 or 100 years, not back, 
said Michael Share, the cu¬ 
rator ot the show. “We're at 
a crossroads,” he said. “We 
have to decide what to do 
when we grow up. Where is 
the vision?" 

In this case, the vision is sole¬ 


ly Shore's, he admitted, 
arrived at by picking the 
brains of space experts. 
Lest you get too excited, it 
does not yet represent the 
official agenda of NASA or 
any other agency. 

The world sorely needs 
some kind ot cosmic blue¬ 
print going forward, if in¬ 
deed we are to go forward 
and outward, and though 
one can quibble with 
many details, this one is as 
good as any. One can fan¬ 
tasize that this show could 
have the same long-range 
impact on shaping pub¬ 
lic expectations in space 
as magazine articles and 
television shows did in the 
1950s. In that case, I hope 
it travels to the other coun¬ 
tries that are now flexing 
their space muscles, like 
China. 

Those who think that hu¬ 
man spaceflight is ridicu¬ 
lously expensive, wasteful, 
dangerous and unscientific 
- a group fhaf includes a lof 
of scientists I know - might 
want to stop reading right 
here. The exhibition plays 


shamelessly to those of us 
who were captivated long 
ago by science fiction 
dreams and the notion that 
humanity's destiny is some¬ 
how tied to the stars. For the 
most part these plans don't 
come with price tags at¬ 


tached nor, for that matter, 
any indication ot what cur¬ 
rency the price should be 
denominated in. 
“Somebody will do these 
things," Shara said. “Maybe 
not the U.S.” 

The times being what they 
are, there is an iPhone app 
to go with the show. Point 
your phone at one of sev¬ 
eral special stations and 
extra information is down¬ 


loaded into your hand; you 
can collect it and email it. 
And the exhibits taithtully 
refer fo fhe eight planets 
of fhe solar system - Mer¬ 
cury, '^enus. Earth, Mars, 
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and 
Neptune - which gives me 


heartburn every time. In 
my household, Pluto is still a 
planet. But this is a quibble 
compared to the uplift it 
gives to a weary sci-fi boy. 
True to Share's word, the 
show moves briskly through 
the past, starting appro¬ 
priately with the achieve¬ 
ments of fhe old Sovief 
Union, which launched the 
first satellite into orbit, sent 
the first man and woman 


into space and took the 
first pictures ot the tar side 
ot the moon. It moves on to 
U.S. space feats: the moon 
landings, the shuttle and a 
mockup of fhe astronaut 
John Grunsfeld inserting a 
new camera into the Hub¬ 
ble Space Telescope back 
in 2009 - the real tools he 
used on that mission are 
hanging from the dummy's 
belt. But stop to savor the 
smell of moon dust (“like 
spent gunpowder” accord¬ 
ing to the Apollo 17 com¬ 
mander Gene Cernan) as 
recreated by NASA chem¬ 
ists. Now, private industry 
is beginning to take over 
what NASA once did. For 
$200,000 you can book a 
flight to the edge of space 
aboard SpaceShipTwo, the 
spaceplane being devel¬ 
oped by Richard Branson's 
company. Sooner or later - 
in the year 2030, it says here 
- humans will return to that 
gray, airless landscape. 
“Just a three-day trip from 
Earfh by spacecraft, the 
luminous moon beckons,” 
the show notes in travel- 
brochure language. We 
find ourselves in the Shack- 
leton Crater, a depression 
near the moon's south 
pole, where permanent 
shadows might shield ice 
left over from primordial 
comet impacts, making it a 
likely spot for a moon base. 
The lunar inhabitants will 
keep busy mining helium-3, 
a rare form ot the element 
usetui tor fusion reactors. 
Another chore might be 
constructing and then 
tending a telescope a kilo¬ 
meter across whose mirror 
is made of spinning liquid 
coafed on fhe surface wifh 
gold nanoparficles. 

They will ride around fhe 
moon's surface in a buggy 
with chain-mail wheels and 
sleep in balloonlike habi¬ 
tats lotted from Earth and 
expanded. 

Getting there is also go¬ 
ing to be interesting. By 
then, Shara figures, we will 
have had enough of fhe 
violence of rockets and will 
descend and ascend from 
fhe lunar surface on a lunar 
elevafor, “a skinny cable ris¬ 
ing fhousands of miles from 
the Moon into the sky,” an¬ 
chored at the tar end by 
the gravity of the Earth.Q 



A full-scale model of fhe Curiosity rover, which is being launched to Mars this month, on display 
at the “Beyond Planet Earth: The Future of Space Exploration” exhibit at the American Museum 
of Naturai History, in New York. The exhibition iooks forward 50 or 100 years, with the intention of 
fueiing dreams of colonizing the Moon and Mars. 

(Piotr Redlinski/The New York Times) 



A prototype of a space suit is prepared for the “Beyond Planet 
Earth: The Future of Space Exploration” exhibit at the American 
Museum of Natural History, in New York. The exhibition looks 
forward 50 or 100 years, with the intention of fueling dreams of 
colonizing the Moon and Mars. 

(Piotr Rediinski/The New York Times) 
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